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PREFACE 

TO THE SECOND EDITIGN. 

THE work which the writer now republiAes 
with a aomewhat varied title, with much additkmal 

matter, and with otlier decided improvements, is- 
sued 6om the pras originallj in 1825» under tha 
name En ANciPATV9-Hst name intended to refer to the 
Emancipation achieved by the blood of martyred 
ftitiah ChfistiaiiBy and enjoyed by himself in com- 
mon with the whole body of reformed Christians, 
from the servile yoke and doctrinal corruption of the 
church of Bome. He letams the fictitious name ftir 
the same reason, although he never made any secret 
of the real one* He considers it of peculiar moment 
at the present crisis, that Protestants should become 
acquainted with facts and documents little known to 
themselTes or others ; and respecting which the very 
parents either possess or affect the most consummate 
ignorance — ^if, indeed, in the face of opposite con-- 
viction, they do not father their own proigeny upon 
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tliose whom calumny calls heretics. Some concern 
is likewise had for the credit and integrity of those 
* among ourselves, who may so far lend a helping 
hand to the guilty as to cultiyate the same ignorance, 
both in themselves and in others. 

We are living in times of strange perversity, or 
rather of divine and just \ isitation. Every portion 
of society seems to be undergoing a decomposition, 
which has reached Protestantism itself; and in its 
camp treason of all characteri» and dimensions has 
been discovered. Under the impulse of virtual 
popery, the religion of nature, have issued diose, 
who, not daring to attack what they nominally pro- 
fess, have disguised and nick-named the best friends 
of reformed Christianity, and the best measures for 
advancing it, in order to make both the victims of 
theur unnatural hostility.* Even some, who must 
be accepted as friends, have yet, by hesitating 
doubt or disapprobation respecting proceedings, 
which have exclusively supplied them with all that 
is elective in their own exposures of papal fraud, 
given an advantage to the enemy, of which he will 
not fail to avail himself. f And what bliall we say of 

* See British Critic. In spite of the unworthy imputation 
of Ultra-Protestantism, there are no individuals, to >vhom true 
rrotestantfi are more indebted than Messrs. M*Ghee and O'Sul- 
livan. 

f ?ee the generally excellent and imnnswenible Slrictureg 
on the Letter of Dr, Murray relative to Dena* Theology, Bjr a 
Lay Protestant. 
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Uie repetition hy a popish government of that viola- 
tion of Protestant liberty and integrity, whidv when 
attempted by a popish king, was successfully re- 
sisted by the illustrious body, to whom the insult 
was offered, the University of Oxford? If the 
Lady Margaret of Bichmond's Reader in Divinity 
does not afford a refuge, parents must look to the 
sister University; till the pontifical priesthood in 
Irelaiid, ordering iJieir Slave, and he his, shall think 
fit to offer the same indignity there. The perhaps 
inenUable professor of divinity, who has, indeed, 
sung a realf but not an open or jf>rofe88ed^ recantar 
tion ; (for anMguUy in some of his expressions is 
llie extreme of his admissions,) seems in some in- 
stances to have fallen into error, more Irom the gid- 
diness inspired by newly acquired erudition, before 
lie understood liovv to manage it, than from perver- 
sity of intellect or will. But had the retractation 
been more definite and complete, still the sincerity 
must remain at a considerable distance from moral 
certainty ; md the 9oftenvng proeeeBj so prominent 
in the application of papal logic, would supply am- 
ple means of defending, and maintaining, what is 
fmidamentally both erroneous and noxious.* JM 

* One of the fintonivemties in the world certainly pteients 
no very dignified aspect to its own country, in leaving the suppo- 
ittion not absolutely inational that the Royal professor of theo- 
logy in it might be corrected, not only in his conclusions, but in 
the legle which conducts him to them, by the mofe intelligent of 
lbs yomig aesdsmics who sttsnil his leetufei» 
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lis, however, hope, that all these matters will be 
ruled and oTer-ruled for the beat; and, as one of 
the nuMrt efl^tnal of counteracting instrumenta, we 
look to our episcopal bench — ^unless that should be 
still £tf th» invaded hj tibe tyrannical and imchria* 

tian obtrusion of disqualilied individuals, who, if 
they do not, themselves, lead the flock of Christ 
into Papal or Sociniao tMtftuMfl, care not who dott, 
and will not be so illiberal as to refuse him God 
speed. 

The edition of the Taxa» given at the close of 

this little volume, as well as some of the additional 

matter^* may be found in the life and Pontificate of 

8t. Pius V. The author does not consider any apo- 
logy necessary on that account; since it is obviously 
important to have the whole siubject brought toge- 
ther under one view, and many may feel an interest 
in the present subject, who feel less, or none, in a 
volume of biography. 

The most material of the documentary articles 
in the edition now treated, is, the Extracts firom the 

MS. Taxae in the British Museum, to a far greater 
extent than in the former. A second visit to that 
princely establishment, enabM the author to trans-- 
cribe much more liberally than in the first ; and the 
present result is, a fkr more extensive contribution of 
the extraordinary volumes than has ever before met 
the eye of the public. The folia marked in the mw<« 

♦ Pp, 80-^ 
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gin will enable the attentive reader to measure the 
extent of the abridged^ as well as of the exiraeted 

passages. Those folia are^ of course, according to 
the peculiar hand-viiting of the different scrites, 
and even inequality in the same, slightly varying in 
the quantity contained in them. 

The spiritual venality of the Eoman harlot^ her 
trade in the souk of men and m the lucrative article 
of their crimes, invite, and would almost oblige to, 
an inquiry into the depravity promoted by her peni- 
tential doctrine and discipline. In addition to the 
defiling rules for examination in order to confession^ 

laid down in Dr. Challoner's Garden of ike Soul* 

a work now undergoing a clandestine, but necessary, 
process of purificationf— we might have dwelt upon 
a passage, almost equally revolting, in another very 
popular and accredited manual, 6other*s Instrue- 
turns for Confession, appended to the Key of Hea- 
ven, &C.J We might have entered into details of 
the infamous Discussums^ and particularly the 
Sehemata of the now notorious Theology oi Dens, 
in the Sixth and Seventh volumes.§ We might have 

♦ Stereotype edition hj Keating and Brown, pp. 213—215. 
and 229, 280. 

t See Prot. Journal for 1836, pp. 145—7, Review of the 
Birmingham amended edition 1834— the first step. In the next 
edition a ;}ar/ of the nuisance and obstacle to the progre« of 
popery wiU probably be removed. 

t Keating and Brown, 1834. See pp. 305, 6. 

§ Vide Tom. VI. pp. 347—3^0 ; Schema YIII ; Tom. VII. 
pp. 162— Any one who ehould not be diluted with the em- 

A 2 
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shewn, that the directions prescribed in the works 
adduced have the peeuiiarUff — that they are cam^ 
puborff; Aai the subjects of them aM to be matter 
of study and continued rumination ; that sJiame, 
reserve^ and luUw^l modeety are feprobatad, and 
to be dismissed or OTercome ; and Aat a 'partwu^ 
larity is to be observed tending alnncst necessarily 
to banish all the Mf^uatde isf tfirtme and to create 

crime\ together with a callosity in the coinniission 
of it> which constitutes the last stage of human de- 
pravity* 

It is not alone in Ciiaiioner, or Grother, or Dens, 
that the demoralisiiig lessons of the Sacram^t of 

Penance are inculcated. They are found in the ru- 
diments of instruction ibr the youtiis of Maynooth, 

pToyment, might soil pages upon pages with ike impurity of 

Dens alone. 

* " The confessional becomes the medium of numberless 
abuses in the hands of the ignorant, the inexperienced, and the 
profligate. The doctrine of wrong is often inculcated instead of 
the doctrine of right ; the knowledge of vice is conveyed bjr ia- 
delicate interrogatories, and the profligate priest makes the con- 
fessional subservient to the gratiiication of his unruly appetites. 
The crime * solicitatio mulieris in trUnsnalV'^^ to fMcit a fe- 
flMle ia the tiribunar — ^is not of such rare occurrence, and would 
be very common, hnt for the dread of detection**''— ^^aoLY, " Of 
Ootife«sion,^ In hm In^uiiy into the DilFercnce, ftt. f^. 151, 2. 
Let the least scnfulous of the apologists of Boom produce any- 
thing in Protestant works and tfao mmmmtimw» iaoluded ia 
them, similar^ in the most distant manner or dogree» to the 
penitentiary prodmiions toith their cireumftunoes referr^ to in 
thetc<!t - y fHiytaa» IWrootiwiifct ifi Hmei aadjwwa<»me 
wfflaotio» 
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as extant in Delaliogue's TreatiBe de PmnUeniU^ 

and those of Baily, so formidably exposed in a late 
able pamphlet with that object* One important in- 
ference from the abominable schemata of flie unken- 
nelled Dens is, that they remove all imiwrobability 
from tile aunilar Schemata, or Dialogues, described, 
as proceeding from the pen of Pope Sixtus V. when 
lie was Ck)nfessor general, by Grregorio Leti ; and 
two of which, transcribed by that writer, are so dia- 
giistingly foul, that the English translator has not 
dated to give them in the vernacular tongue* They 
occur in Parte I. lib. ii. of the origmal. Leti was 
an occasional embellisher : but he was not so addicted 
to« regard point-blank falsehoods in the light of 
" rhetorical flourishes'^ as absolutely to invent 
formal documents. The whole of this theory and 
exemplification will sufliciently account Ibr the re- 
peated Bulls of Popes to check, if not prevent, the 
practice by Confessors of soliciting the chastity of 

* BoHUM CmOMo MwMg m$ k¥nUcai§dim^ Theokffkai 
Clai9'B9$kii»MmynoMC^U^. F^tliisieamsbleoaQe^ 
ttaftiiefitait* that no female, who is aot ^teptatd ftr tlio 
tapcetiDioUwluohiiatMral modcstj csa cacoiiBtet^ ihoaUlhy 
aay moftxte 1m untosd to emhmce popery, or sunpender henrif 
loawyirilwo/gaMaaceof >ltoniApiiosL ladletChiiBlisa 
psreirts, in partioolar, Jook well to it 

+ A certain Roman catholic senator miglit be consulted with 
advantage on this subject ; and proljably the information which 
he could give would throw as much flattering light on his mora- 
fi/y, as the celeb rated wish expressed on a memorable occasion, 
of ^ luceeai to the fox-glove,'' did on his humanity. 
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their female penitents in confession,* and for the an- 
niul Edict published by the Inquisitors inSpaiu in the 
churches, one article of which requires all who may 
be CQgnizaut of the &cty to give ini'ormation thereof 
to the proper authorities. The document, as refer- 
ring to Valencia, may be seen at the end of Llo- 
rente*s IVth volume of Histoire Crit de Tlnquisit. 
d'Espague ;| and I have an original Edict issued by 
the Inquisitors of Valladolid in 1772, with the au- 

• See in tlie BuUar. Mag. Cherubini, the bulls of Pius IV. 
Ap. 16, 1561 ; of Clem, VIT I. Dec. 3, 1592 ; of Greg. XV. Aug. 
30, 1622; and of Bened. XIV. Kal. Junii, 1741, in his peculiar 
BuUarium. All these are recognized, and reinforced hy oiir 
royal cotmtrjman, the Cardinal Duke of York, in the Cotuit. 
SffTiod^Ecc. Tusctti. 1763, Romse, 1764, i. 678, et seqq, 

t In the iiid. yoI. of this work, where the author considers 
the sobject at length, and attempts in some degree to soften the 
picture, by fupposing, what may readily be admitted, that some- 
times false accusations are made» he obaerveiy that confeMums 
bj females with relation to the eonunaadmcTit in queftion, the 
papal theihf axe the most ordinary occasion of the sacerdotal 
crime under consideration — fiut naitre Toccasion la plus ordinaire 
de la tentative dont le confesseur se rend coupable. P. 32, De 
Potter, in his Vie de Scipion de Rtcci^ Bmxelles, 1826, has at 
p. 400, and following, transcribed four sepante depositions of 
■oUcited females before the Inquisitor, the Bishop of Pistoia and 
Prato. The originals of these doeuments were found in the ar- 
ehifea of Ricci, and they discover the vile abuse which the con- 
fessors concerned made of their Ibcilities in polluting the nindi 
of perhaps ignorant and innocent individuals, who weiie put 
under their spiritual authority; If aaj thing eonld aggrainto 
the iniquity of the whole system, that aggravation would be sup- 
plied by the narrow bounds to which the accredited guides in the 
spiritual matters of the papacy confine the offence. There Is a 
work of considerable authority in the Roman chuieht Apho*^ 
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tograph signatmret of the proper Ametionariet.* Iff. 

Townsend, in his Travels in Spain, informs us, that 
the Inquisitors of Barcelona^ with whom he was on 
friendly terma, gave him to understand, that as 
long as the priesthood should be debarred from mar-* 
riage, and confessors continue liable to abuse the 

rianU InguisUorumf by Ant. de Souaa, of Lisbon, Dominican, 
Hsrter of Thsotogjr, sad Kiog^ Oonaielior, as well as of tlio 
laqiiiiitioii, printed st Toumoiis ISSS^ cum i^probationibus. 
Lib» im cap, ndy. is entirely upon the Bdidtuig subject) and it 
isftiU of exceptions to proof or qnaMcsdon of the oime» peas 
tlcolsi^ias— 43: 80 that, with sU the loep^holeit ItislMfdlr 
pOiiiUe thst a doKterons eonfeiior need be cssfi^t sad oooTicted 
—he maj diive» six in band, thioui^ all the proyiaioiui of the 
papal bulls witii asmnch flicQity ss certain honomaUe aenafton 
tiuongh their oaths. liOi the reader recollect, that ibe Inqnisi- 
tion is ths tribunal to whidi the oofl^ilisnce of the cases m ^nes» 
tion belongs. 

• There is a practice precisely to the same effect in Italy, 
with which I was unacquainted, till I consulted Constitutiones 
edit, ab Episc. Viterbien. in Synodo 1762. Viterb. 1763. In 
the Appendix, Num. I. § i. is given Editto del S. Offizio da 
pubblicarsi, &c. and after heresy and its books, it has exactly 
the same injunction respect intj the Confessor's abusing his office 
a tini disonesti, sollecitando in esai i penitent! ad turpiOf &C It 
is additionally remarkable, that the ^ e^y next Num. recites a 
Summaiy of the Bolla in Coena Domini, which supplies the 
matter and authority of the preceding Edict, and that m the year 
1762; and from other sources, we know that the bull is still in 
force, though the precise form is not perhaps now gone through 
as formerly — ns Dr. J jiL,'Iand in Rome would tell easy Protes- 
tants, to gull them into the belief, that such intolerance is in 
hit church a '* by-gone " matter. See Dr. Engiand"'s Explana- 
tion of the Ceremonies of the Holy Week, &c. Kome, 1833, 
and the Heview thereof in the Protestant Joumallor 1834« pp. 
Sas— 230« particularly 227 to 290, 
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confidence reposed in them, the secresy, the pru- 
dence, and, when needful, the severity of the inqui- 
dtion, would be the only effectual restraint against 
licentiousness and the universal depravation of their 
morals/ * Happy for the Inquisition had it always 
been so well employed ! But why this concern of 
Koine for the reputation of the Confessional ? With 
its reputation goes its existence^ and with its exis^ 
tence its profits. 

With the facts here, and throughout the follow- 
ing treatise adduced, in evidence and before my 
eyes, I should blush, if I could be prevailed upon, 
either to conceal or to palliate — I should blush, if 
I suppressed or di sguiaed the feelings which they 
naturally, or, I «hould say, necessarily, excite. But 
with all just abhorrence of the spiritual turpitude 
which I have had to unfold, there is no degree of 
compassionate, and even indulgent, charity, which I 
do not feel and cherish towards the wretched victinu 
of so much error and iniquity. That charity is ex* 
treme towards the passive portion, that which pecu- 
liarly constitutes the deceived^ the lower and help* 
less claims, whose simplicity is practised upon, and 
tyrannized over, by their unprincipled, and, it is to 
be feared, hypocritical, and interested deeeher^. 
In favour of the clerical deceivers, charity may dic- 
tate the allowance, that it is possible, though barely 
possible, that they may, in the first instance, be 

* YoL aii p. SS5^ fint editkm. 
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deceived themselves. Woe to them if they sie not 

To the lay division, the same charity can, with no 
afiectation of candour, be extended. If their edu- 
cation be at all above the most illiberal, they cannot 
fail to be in heart, as many with their lips profess 
to be, disbelievers in the religion which they still 
profess, and upho*d, and with a reckless inhumanity 
impose upon others — ^particularly the simple and 
helpless. Yet even these, even the latter, although 
as much as possible disqualifying themselves for 
commisseration, I embrace in the charitable and 
fervent prayer, that they may see and repent of an 
insincerity, of which they can hardly be uncon- 
scious, and at length view with some pity, and a 
determination to emancipate, the miserable thralls 
of the ignorance and superstition which they have 
bonnd upon them. I do not ask them, nor any of 
them, to become members of my own community : 
if I could do it with a safe conscience, I would not 
ask them to forsake their own. But with the Creed 
and Oath of Pius IV. about their necks, (the clergy^ $ 
at least,) and with the countenance which their pub- 
lic continuance in their own church gives to the 
entire system, together with the constantly present 
and tempting facility of a relapse, I hardly see how 
a barely mental, or even expressed, renunciation of 
their church's corruption, can thoroughly satisfy the 
consdenoe. But what I ask, and the sum of iHiat 
I ask^ and even imploie^ is^ that they become 
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CaRmiAHS — seeking and acceptiDg their religion 
from Christ and his Scriptoies alone, and iniet&Dg 

with holy indignation all other hope of salvation, 
all other pretenders to a share^ however small and 
plansible, in supplying that hope. If thej can do 
80 without formal recantation, I am happy that they 
see a my which is not quite clear to me. But, at 
all events, and in some, whatever way, Babylon, 
and all that distin^uis^ies her, must be forsaken; 
and with the exposures recently and so honourably 
made of the nakedness and deformity of the great 
Roman Adulteress, by an O'Baiim, by a Cbolt, 
and more especially by the Crottts, there cannot 
be supposed a priest in the temple of modern and 
European Baal, who is not inwardly and irresistibly 
conscious, that by perpetuating his present ministry 
and effi>rts, he is dispensing palpable delusion to 
such of his fS^ow-sinners as he can decei'Te or go- 
Tern, and that his imposture is now so manifest in 
the eyes of the world, that he can only persist in it 
in defiance of public reprobation, not only of Chris- 
tians, but even of honest men. The reputation g£ 
the royal college of Maynooth has been blown up, 
either for learning, or for morals, or for religion, or 
for toleration. The whole system of what is peeU' 
Uar to the Italian faith, has been shattered to atoms 
— it has been stript, not only of infallibility, but of 
bare probability or integrity. Examples of evange- 
lic and fenrent piety have been exhitHted within the 
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bosom of the Boxnan church, not in conformity 
with her prec^ts or spirit^ but in opposition to 
them-*not to her recommendation but to her dis- 
grace.* It is well if " tiie strong antipathy of good 
to bad" do not thin her ranks, till there be none 
remaining, or none but those, whom interest, a spirit 
of delusion, or sympathy with evil, render fit for 
her chains and her prison-house. And ail this be^ 
cause she will not change, — will not reform. ** Wo 
unto thee, 0 Hohjs, wilt thou not be made clean? 
when shall it once be?'*— Jer. xiii ult. 

JOSEPH MENDHAM* 
Sutton Coldfield^ April 13, 1836. 

* I may be allowed just to refer to the artiiidal and distortod 
humanity, so regular in the Roman discipline, and ao trium- 
phantlj exposed, aa Dr. Murray is concerned, in a Letter 
df coeo d to bim, and re-publiahed in Binniiigham. What a 
mockeiy is it, to afiisct to pay off the score of unpitiod, if not 
approved, tortures and murders of protestants by myriads, 
whether by legal procass or oig^nised massacre, and with the 
daatha and sufferings of the protestant clergy of his own coun- 
tiy, under his almost pieaent inspection— by drivelling and in* 
fluted himentations over an accidental death produced by a defi- 
ance of law onginating m the principles and encoungement of 
his own dnifch \ and then caricatured into an act of persecution 
on the part of the really penecnted against that church I And 
yet into this pahnaiy case of protestant persecution, Mr. 
O^nneU did not dare to moTO a parilameatary inquifj ; and 
the horrible ai^ of Bathcormac has been almost ezdustTely 
left to be trumpeted forth, periodically, as the gieat stock-piece 
of popeiy, by one, who has all the qualifications, bat the ta- 
lents, of a complete sacerdotal htcendjsiy.-^See Eneas Maedon* 
neU'k First Letter in the 7%iMs, 1835 
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SPIRITUAL VENALITY OF ROME. 



In the whole compass of Literature there 
scarcely exists any book, or set of books, more 
curious, and, for several reasons and purposes, 
more important in themselves, more numerous 
in editions^ and, however Gttle concealed, for 
some time after their first appearance, more 
rare of o6coirence in modern ages ; more in- 
dispensable and profitable to their real parent, 
who yet most positively and earnestly disowns 
his progeny, certainly with good and obvious 
reason, but in d^anee of undeniable proof of 
filiation; and, finally, of which the accounts, 
with the means of being much otherwise, are 
more defective, confused, erroneous, and unsa- -^ r 
tisfactory, — ^than the books bearing, fi>r sub- 
stance, the title of Tax^ Cancellari^ Apos- ; 
TOLiCiB, and Taxm Sacr^ Pcenitentiari^ 
AposTOLiCiE. It may be importaiit to observe, 

B 
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in the outset^ that these two works^ although 
frequently confounded, are really distinct — at 
least, as portions under the general denomina- 
tion. 

The first author, who may Le considered to 

have examined this subject critically, and to 

any extent, is doubtless the celebrated Bayle, 
in his Dictionary, under the articles, Banck, 
Pinet, Tuppius. The first French edition, 
indeed, of a form of the Taxae by Antoine du 
Pinet, in 1564, under the title of Taxe des 
Parties Ctisiceiles, &c. and the re-impressions 
previous to the time of Bayle, although accom- 
panied with prefaces, contain nothing to sa- 
tisfy almost necessary curiosity. The edition 
of 1744 has a preface of large dimensions : and 
so have the respective reprints of another form 
of the Taxae by Banck in 1651, and by Du 
Mont in 1664. Charles Chais, in his valuable 
Lettres sur les Jnbiles, &c. published in 1753, 
has, in the XXVIth Lettre, given the subject 
the best form which the existing materials 
would allow. But by none of the editors of 
these editions have we the information, either 
for kind or degree, which most of them pos- 
sessed, and which it was obviously of most 
importance to communicate. Evidently, the 
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point most essential in such inqniries isj to 
describe with precision the documents and an* 
thorities prodncedj and to establish their an* 
thentidty by such evidence, as not the most 
practised and de:&terous artifice^ nor the most 
shameless connter-asseverationj which are both 
to be expected, can elude or demolish. And 
in this point, all the preceding writers, although 
entitled to the praise of having communicated 
mnch valnable information, have yet, in va- 
rious degrees, egregiously and unaccountably 
failed. 

The first author, who may be said not to 
have £uled, is Prosper Marchand^ in his Die- 
tionaire Historique, Sec. published ia 1759, 
under the word Tax», &c« : and that article 
certainly exhibits the fullest, the most correct, 
and, in all respects^ the best and most satis- 
factory, account to be found, of the extraor- 
dinary documents under consideration* This 
praise has not been wrested from it even by the 
edition of Du f inet's Taxe published at Paris 
so lately as 1820, and which, instead of ad- 
vancing in information, has actuaUy retro- 
graded, and left ns more ignorant than we were 
when Marchand wrote. It were well if defects 
alone were chargeable npon this reprint. Its 
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additions bx0 highly repTehwsible* In the year 

1824 was published a valuable pamphlet en- 
titled *^ A brief HisUirieal Reference to the 
Three Capital Offences of the Church of Rome ; 
the Sale of Indulgences/' &c. Under this 
first head is given a rather detailed, and, in the 
main, correct, aoconnt of the Roman Tax* 
Books, with additional and useful matter : but 
the authcnr, who a^somes the name of Rnsticns, 

does not appear to be acc^uainted with Mar- 
chand's discnssioa, and is therefore defective, 
as weU as, in some points, erroneous. Mar- 
chaud therefore still continues the principal 
author on the snbject ; and his work must be 
the foundation, on which any future similar 
work is to be raised. Bat however meritorious 
and successful his inquiry may be, it is not so 
full and correct as it might be. There is room 
for much important addition, some rectification 
of error, and some more accurate statement of 
fact. And these may be supplied^ partly from 
a careful examination of the well known and 
useful Annales Typographici of Panzer, and 
partly from a more accurate examination, in the 
editions which are accessible, of the Tax© 
themselves. 

This is the object which the author pro* 
poses to accomplish; and how far he has accom* 
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plished it may be ascertained by any one^ who 
will give himself the pains of comparing the 
present with preceding disquisitions. It would 
be invidious and irksome, to enter into any 
detaUed exposure of the deficiencies of his 
predecessors, although occasion will necessarily 
occur of stating some instances^ when the 
works of the authors come to be described. It 
is proper to observe^ that the subject of exami- 
nation and discussion in this tract is, not the 
diflSerent collections, all or any, of Tax», inno- 
cent in themselves or relative to innocent mat- 
ters, which are extant in abundance in various 
parts of the Bullarium Magnum, and of which, 
generally speaking, as the authors need not be 
ashamed, so they studied not concealment. 
Happy for Rome, if nothing more serious could 
be objected to her. The reader, therefore, is 
to be upon his guard against any attempt to 
amuse and delude him by an ostentatious and 
affectedly triumphant reference to these harm- 
less documents* 

It is not necessary, nor compatible with the 
proposed limits of the present work, to state, 
very formally or at length, the Origin of the 
Tax», particularly the Penitentiarias, which 
are obviously of the mala importance : some 

b2 
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observations and statements^ however, to that 
effect, wan not be without their use. 

The power of absolving from sin in general, 
or firom any particular sin, upon considerations 
deemed equivalent or satisfactory, comes under 
the general head of Indulgences, which the 
later Bishops, or Pontiffs, of Rome, claim the 
prerogative of dispensing, on grounds, which 
themselves have stated. The species of Indul- 
gence known by the name of Jubilee, and which 
from being at first celebrated at the interval of 
fifty years, then at that of thirty-three, and 
afterwards, which has continued with one ex- 
ception to the present time, at that of a quar- 
ter of a century, is allowed, without dispute, 
to have been first instituted by Boniface VIII. 
in the year 1300. In the short Bull appointing 
this first Jubilee, the Pontiff begins by affirm- 
ing, — ^that, antiently, to the visitors of St* 
Peter's Church there were conceded great 
remissions and indulgences of sins — ^that these 
are renewed by him — and that this, and every 
future hundredth year, he (and his successors 
it is presumed; " have granted and will grant^ 
not only a fall and abundant, but the fhllest 
pardon of all the sins" of those who are truly 
penitent and confess^non solum plenam et 
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targiorem, imo pletiksimam ommiim snoram 

concedemus et concedimus veniam peccatorum). 
The encouragement id added, that the more 
frequent and devout the visits, the more efiec- 
toal. The terms here used are not very mea* 

sured ; no qualification is expressed of the kind 
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as a maxim in the interpretation of indulgences, 
tantum valent quantum sonant, be applied here, 
the receivers rf the benefit were under no obli- 
gation to moderate their view of its extent. 

The next bull to the same purpose was 
issued by Clemens YL at the distance of only 
half a centnry ; for to that period his concern 
that Christendom should not continue to be 
deprived of so great a blessing, had reduced it. 
And this instrument is of the more curiosity 
and importance, because it declares and de- 
scribes, by the claimant of the power himself, 
the Source from whence that power is derived. 
Christ, says his infallible Vicar, shed, not a 
moderate drop of blood, which, from his 
divinity, had sufficed for the universal redemp- 
tion of man, bnt a copious flood, which he 
would not have to be useless and superfluous, 
bat to constitute an inezhaustible treasury fer 
the militant church. This treasure he did 
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not put in a napkin or hide in a fields but com« 
mitted to St. Peter» the key-keeper of heaven, 

and to his successors, his own vicars on earth, 

to be prudently dispensed to the faithfiil; and, 

for proper and reasonable causes, at one time 
for the total, at another for the partial, remis- 
sion of the temporal punishment dne for sin, as 
well generally as specially, in conformity with 
the known will of God, to be mercifully admi- 
nistered to those who are truly penitent and 
confess. To the accumulation of which trea- 
sure the merits of the holy mother of God, ancjL 
of all the elect, from the first just one to the 
last, are known to contribute ; of the consump- 
tion or diminution of which not the least fear 
need be entertained, as well on account of the 
infinite merits of Christy before stated, as firom 
the consideration, that the greater the number 
of persons attracted to righteousness by the 

application of it, so much is the amount of the 
merits increased." By this ingenious hypo- 
thesis, the same pipe which drains, returns 
into and replenishes, the reservoir.* 

The original of the most considerable part 
of the above is — Quern quidem thesaurum — 

* The same view is given in the Dialogi, or Tiialogus, of 
Wicliff, 1. iv. c. 32. De Indulgentiifl. 1525, or FntxwL 1752. . 
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per Beatum Petrum c(Eli clavigerum^ ejosque 
8ucce88ores, suos in tenit Vicarios^ commisit 
fidelibus salubriter dispensandum ; et propriidj 
et rationabilibus cansis, nunc pro totalis nnnc 
pro partiali remissione poens temporalis pro 
peccatas ^ebitse^ tam generaliter^ quam specia* 
liter, prout cum Deo expedire cognoscerent, 
▼ere pcenitentibiis et oonfimis misericorcliter 
applicandum. Ad cujus quidem thesauri cumu* 
him Beatas Dei genetricis, omniumque dec* 
torum, a primo justo ad ultimum merita admi- 
niculum prostaie noecantur ; de cujua consump- 
tione," &c. 

These acre the most authentto expositions of 
the papal claims of indulgence ; and they are 
to be found in the Corpus Juris Canonici^ 
Extravag. Commun. lib. v. tit. ix. capp. 1 et 2« 

It is remarkable, that in the latter of these 
documents, either abatement of claim or pru- 
dence, has limited the remission to temporal 
punishment. But in this, as in most other 
pretensions of the same nature, there is a con- 
venient generality, or glorious uncertainty. 
The doud may be made to. assume any figure 
which the imagination or interest suggests* 

But although these exhibitions of the claim 
are comparatiTelj recent^ they must neoeesa* 
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rilj be tinderstood to represent ane of original 
standing, and acted upon £rom very remote 
times. 

To this power of granting indulgence, theoi 
is to be assigned the power of pecuniary abso- 
lution, or the commutation of penance for 
money, which is the foundation of the Tane^ 
and constitutes thieir essence. Simply to enjoin 
penitence and penance, and to absolve the 
offender on the performance of them, may be 
considered as an exercise of ecclesiastic aatho* 
rity, emanating from the power of the keys: 
but to allow these to be conunuted, to be com- 
pounded for, or redeemed, by money^ is cer«* 
tainly the exercise of a farther prerogative— it 
is not an act of discipline, but of indulgence. 
And that such a prerogative was claimed by the 
church, with respect to all sins, of whatsoever 
enormity, is evident from many, perhaps the 
greater part, of the ancient Penitentiary Canons. 

This important subject will be elucidated by 
inquiring into a few of them. 

Theodorus, who was sent from Rome to be 
Archbishop of Canterbury, in the seventh cen- 
tury, was the first who introduced Penitentiary 
Canons from the East into the West. His 
PoDuitentiale is extant, and an excellent edition 
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of it has been given l^y Petit^ Parisj 1677. It 
is of no great importance to report its contents, 
as his successors copy from him. The author 
is remarkable, as being the parent of prodnc* 
tions of this sort, and the first metropolitan of 
England ; for the jurisdiction of Angnstine was 
very limited and short-hved.* I pass therefore 
to the next successor in that province^ the 
venerable Beda, our countryman. He has 
given a work of this description, under the title, 
De Remediis Peccatorum. And here^ which is 
all that answers our particular purpose to re* 
mark, the penance enjoined for all sorts, and 
the most infamous, of crimes, might, in case 
of inability (not easily distinguishable from 

disinclination) to perform the penance, be com- 
muted by almsgiving, which doubtless went 

through the hands of the Confessors, or others. 
Item qui non potest sic agere pcsnitentiam, 
S^cut superius diximus, in primo anno eroget 
in eleemosymam solidos viginti tres, pro uno 
anno in pane et aqua, donet in eleemosynam 
solidos viginti duos, et in nnaquaque hebdo- 
made unum diem jejunet ad .nonam, et,alium 
ad vesperum, et tres quadragesimas ; in se* 

See S<wm«>i Anglo-Saxon Chnzch ; n teaionable and 
decinvo antidote to the Intereited pervenions of Lingard. 
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cundo anno vigiati solidos ; qui sunt sexaginta 

quataor solidi, c. xiy. We here see how nata* 

rally, and almost innocently, crept in a system, 
whichy in process of time, attained the most 
flagitious character. 

We are still unfortunately, because not 
very honourably, detained in our own country ; 
i^nd the next instance is supplied by the Poeni- 
tentiale of Ecgbert, Arphbishop of York, in 
the eighth century. The work is of some 
length, and is extant in Saxon and Latin. 
Here, where we are likewise disgusted with the 
demoralising particularisation of the vilest 
inicjuity, an advance is made in the compound- 
ing system. A consideration is had of the 
different capabilities of the rich and the poor ; 
the penances are more accurately valued ; and 
the alms are to be divided into three parts, one 
to the altar, the second for redeeming slaves, 
the third to be distributed to ecclesiastic neces- 
sities — ut ecclesiasticis necessitatibus distribu- 
atur. After some other matter of the same 
character, there follows an enumeration of what 
are called the Twelve Remissions of Sin.*^ 

In the ecclesiastic laws of Alfred the Great, 
i vi.--4x. something of the same kind occurs ; 

* Ses WUkiii^ Confix Hag. Brit tom.i. pp.140, 1. 
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but it is in the nature of direct fine> not as the 
redemption of penance.* 

We now return to the legitimate and conge- 
nial soil of such productions ; and in the 
Penitentiale Romanum — a collection from a 
more ancient book of the same name, and 
others, and strongly characterised by its offen- 
siveness — and there^ in an extract from the 
ancient work and Theodorus^ tit. ix. cap. 
xxvL — ^xxix. we find the same pecuniary com- 
position for declined penance, adapted in one 
case^ in the proportion of three to one, to the 
diflferent means of the rich and the poor. The 
Canon derived from Theodorus is nearly, if not 
quite, the same as that given above from Beda .f 

In the Canons subjomed to the Decretals of 
Oratian, near the <end, is the following note 
Notandum etiam secundum Jo. si poenitentia 
sit imposita a Canone, liberatur quis a jejimio 
dando denarium, vel legendo Psalterium pro- 
pria autoritate. Innoc> vero dicit, quod jejunia 
necessaria, ut quatuor temporum, et hujusmodi 
non possunt redimi liisi subsit rationabilis 
causa ; voluntaria vero redimi possunt etiam 
sine autoritate Superioris. 

Ubi suprn, pp. 192, 3. 
f See Canoncs Pdnitentiales, edited by Antonius Au^;|ib- 
tiuu9, Archbishop of Tarragona, Venet. 15^. 

0 
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To Rusticus, in his Three Capital Offences^ 
&c. I am indebted for an important reference to 

Muratori's Antiq. Ital. Med. ^Evi. ed. Milan, 
1738j &c. and therein to torn. v. coll. 711, &c« 
containing a Dissertation De Indulgentiarum 
Origine» where the learned Komanist affirms, 
that in process of time, men dedicated to 
God reduced the entire redemption of penances 
to pecuniary mulcts, which for the most part 
they did not allow to escape from their own 
hands." In col. 741 is the following parallel 
passage— one of those, no doubt, whicli were 
not very acceptable to Benedict XIV. — Qnare 
ex quo Canones Poeuitentiales in Occidente 
prodienmt, et invecta fidt forma ejnsmodi Re-* 
demptionis : multis, ne dicam plerisque, c clero 
via lata aperta est ad sunm sibi commodum 
procurandum, non minus quam alienum. But 
his most important communication is, the Pe-* 
nitential Canons of the Monastery at Bobbio, 
near Fiacen^, entitled Poenitentifie Uitw e 
Codd. MSS. Monasterii Bobiensis, pp. 723, 
&c. There the rate of compensation, H a peni- 
tent cobid not &st, was 26 solidi for one year's 
fasting, if rich, or 3, if poor — ^with a great 
deal more to a similar pnrpose* The usual 
enormities are included. 
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It would not be finreign to die but 
would lead into an interminable fields to exa- 
mine at any length the subject of papal indul- 
gences, particularly considered as vendible 
oommodity. That such was the case for some 
tii!ie previoQS to and at the Reformation^ i* 
QotorioQs* I shall therefore content myself 
with a particular reference to one only docu 
ment It is, Albert! Moguntini Sunmaria 

Instructio Sub-commissariorum in causa Indul- 
gentiariaj in consequence of an occasional Ju* 
bilee published by Leo X* for rebuilding St. 
Peter's churchy and first made public from a 
MS. in the library of the senate of Leipsic, by 
Kappius^ in his Theatrum Indulgentiarum, &c« 
and to be found in Gerdesii Introd* in Hist. 
Evangelii Seculo xvi. &c. torn. i. Monum. 
num. ix. The whole is abundantly important ; 
but the part most to the purpose in view is § 84. 
Item dedaiamus quod Confessores et Peniten- 
tiarii possunt absolvere ab omnibus peccatis 
quantumcunque gravibus et sedi apostolice re- 
servatis. Exceptis his que superius specificata 
sunt. Veruntamen in casibus reseivatis sum- 
mo pontifici ac presulibus de jure^ bonum est» 
si persona delinquentis sit magni status et mag« 
naram facultatum» verbum fiicere cum snbcom- 



Digitized by Google 



16 



missariia ; et tacitig nomine et cognomine, 

solum expressis cjualitate delicti^ aut deliiicjuen- 
tis £etcaltatiba8, de taxa cum eis deliberare ac 
aliis eis imponendis penitentiis.* 

The historians of the Refonnation most 
generally be referred to for documents — of the 
unlimited but obscure claims of the Pope 
respecting the power of pardon and indulgence^ 
of absolution from the guilt (culpa) as well as 
punishment (poena) of sin, with conditions, 
all easily dispensed with, except the pecuniary 
onef— of yarious forms of Indulgence, high- 
souudiug and enigmatic, as usual^ and admit- 
ting of being avowed or disavowed at pleasure 
and according to circumstauces4 iliese two 

* The punctiiatioa has been vecUfied a little. 

See particularly the Diploma of Leo X. to Cajotan, dated 
Cal. Jan. 1518, in Gerdesii, &c. ut supra, Numb. xiii. Collet, 
Traits dea Indulgences, torn. i. p. 25, is puzzled to explain the 
culpa, which he endeavours to confound witli pcrna, although 
tliey arc always carefully enough distiiiLaiihhcd in the pontihcal 
documents. This is likewise the predicament of another very 
able Frenchman, J. P. Thiers, Dr. en.Theol. Tnutti dea Super- 
stitions, iv. pp. 196, &c. It is fetrange tliat defenders of the 
blasphemous form should be reduced to apologize for it by ad- 
mitting that it is not properly true — not properly true, that a 
aiim, pope or not, can remit the guilt as well a.s iha punishmetU 
of sin ! Might not any lie be justified on the same plea? See 
likewise on this nice point, Morini Comm. Hist de Pcmitentia, 
lib. X, cap. xxii. pp. 775—8. 

t See Gkrdetii, &c. ibid. Numb, vii.; Taxse, l^DaMont» 
pp. 113» ImliilgeiiMs for thooiinds of ycen aze firand 
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thmgfi, however^ are dear> tluit the instru- 

ments in question were intended to excite 
eiqpectations absolutely onbottxidedj and that 
they were deiiigiied to be as profitable, in a 
pecuniary point of view^ as possible. The pre- 
eise meaning, or any precisicm in the meaiiiiig 
at all, of the terms, or things. Indulgence, 
Plenary, the actual benefit obtained, whether 
temporal, spiritual, or purgatorial, all, or some, 
and what, with other points, are matter of 
debate and uncertainty even with the authors 
themselves.* But quite enough was certain for 

in mnny of the early printed Horae, and arc inscribed, and to be 
obtained in the Seven Great Churches of Rome in the present 
nineteenth century. See Fiscua Papal is by Cra«haw, 1621, 
and more especially the acute, but not unexceptionable aiithoreas 
of ^ Eome in the Nineteenth Centurj." Lettexs xli. &c* 

*8eeCo]]et»«adB«]]anii« deFcmitenfaa» IttMOiifiwBii 
Ftolo fleipi'to aoemmt of Adiiaa attempt to fletfle the doo- 
trlnfl^ and idbna the dirtributm, of IjMlgmoaif ihatbotii the 
natme and the tahie of them wm matteit of uneertsuity with 
the heed and nden of the Bonwn efauteh; and the chi^ peni- 
tentiaiy (a verj compe^t judge) dedaced, Che mtom al 
valove ddle Indnlgeiue, la quetela d Teeehiay e aneer dubla^ 
theqneitioneoiUMnihigtiieYaliie of Indidgeiieee is old and yet 
ddoMil. CkmeU.Tddeiit.pp.21— €kneT»1629. Cnuhaw, 
in hti Mittimus, or Satea» Ac hi the Seoond Fart, pp. 42, &c. 
haa detailed the difflcoltiee and hMiftalloiia of BeUai^^ 
enhjeot ^dtheliTe^anlfaoMof <*BomemiheKhieteiBiith 
Century*^ Inlbnia na, that, on repeatedly inquiring of a ionple» 
Biiaded young ftiar In what an Indulgenoe— a plenaiy one— c<mi» 
rfita, flhe eofold eitnct no other anawer tlian, that it ia a my». 

C 2 
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their purpose — and happily for ours likewise ; 
for their easy security, or the necessity of the 
case, has left and perpetuated monuments, 
which it has long heen impossible for them to 
destroy or conceal.* And among them those 
which we are now about to examine, and to 
which the preceding statements will have suffi- 
ciently introduced the reader^ are not the least 
important and remarkable. 

tery. Letter lii. Indulp^ences, however, were 80 flouriahiog a 
speculation, and had incre ased so enormously, that it was found 
necessary to weed this wilderness, in order to find room for fresh 
plants. In 1678 two Decrees were passed at Bome, alxdishing 
a vfist number of indulgences caUed apocryphal. CoUei. Tmt£ 
des iiiduL tome L pp. 413, &c. 

* In evil, practice always much outruns permission. A hint 
18 often safficient. And in cases for beyond those of simple per- 
mission, how can it be a matter of wonder, that the most un- 
bounded lieence was practised as to the purchase of pardon and 
abtolntion ? We have a remarkable statement to this eifect, as 
our own country is conoerned, in the Homily, 0/ Good Works; 
and it contains evideoce peculiarly worthy of regard. The ho* 
mily is with satisfactory evidence given to the pen of Cranmer. 
At a t iF"^ when from their very circumstances, the reformers 
must have sustained, and therefore known, both ehaiacteia, 
that which th^ had left as well astbat which they assumed in 
its places it was peifectlj idle to suppose^ that they would^ or 
could« mmeptnefU "Bixgery* Distance of time, and change of 
dreumstahces, enable modem Papists to advance the charge; 
and it is indeed their great Palladium. But so was It not when 
the homiltes were published ; and, in that referred to, the fact 
and netorietj of the Sale of the supposed Merits of Saints is 
established beyond all possibility of doubt Sects and feigned 
xeli|^ were neither the My pavt to many among the Jewa, 
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The Roman Tax-Tables, (for such they may 
very appropriately be called,) are certamly a 
considerable advance and improvement upon 
the simple Indulgence, under which they class ; 
for there^ absolution for the grossest crimes— 
perhaps for all crimes — is expressly set to sale 
at specified prices — without any allusion or 
admonition respecting the two first parts of 
Penance— although, if mentioned^ they would 
probably occasion no impediment. But, in the 
penitentiary part^ that which chiefly occupies 
us, the whole is nothing but bare absolution, 
or dispensation, or licence, &c. for Grossi, or 
floreni, or ducats — ^Pounds, shillings, or pence. 

To what times or persons the origin of these 
small and precious volumes is to be assigned is 

nor more supeislitiously and iinpoJl.v nbusod, than of late days 
they have been umong us : which sects and religions had so ruany 
hypocritical w(^rks in their state of religion, a« they," the pa- 
pists, " arrogantly named it, that their lamps, astliey siiid, ran 
always over, able to satisfy not only for their own sins, but also 
for all other their benefactors, biutliers, and sisters of tin reli- 
gion, as most ungodly and craftily they had persuaded the mul- 
titude of ignorant pen^de, keeping in divers places, iis it were, 
marts or markets of inei its, being full of their holy relics, images, 
^^l^incs, and works of supererogation ready to be sold." More 
follows to the same purpose. — It is observable, by the way, how 
familiarly the writer speaks of the secta^ into which the " reli- 
gion^ as they arrogantly named it,'*'* i. e. Popery, was dix ided at 
the time. It was then well known that the assumed Uniiy of 
the apostolic church woa a perfect farce. 
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perhaps impossible to be detennmed. The 

least objectionable part, indicating only unprin- 
cipled cupidity and rapa^^ty^ the Chancery 
Taxes» may with certainty be traced back to 
Pope John XXII* who reigned at the begins 
ning of the fomrteenth century, and is celebrated 
by papal* as well as other historians^ . for his 
immoderate extortion by the dexterous manage- 
ment of benefices and by other means^ and for 
the immense wealth which he accumulated and 
left behind him. The frequent and exclusive 
reference to the Liber Jo* XXIL in Leo Xth's 
Taxe Cane. Apost. pubhshed 1514, place the 
fact beyond a doubt. 

Polydorus Vergilius indeed expressly as- 
cribes the origin of some such Taxes to him. 
Taxationes item constituit, per quas taxatis, 
hoc est, sestimatis sacerdotiis^ qusB ipse contu- 
lisset, caperetur vectigal. He proceeds. Rem 
vero omnem ad Apostohca pcenitentiar.i^, quam 
dicunt, curam pertinentem, Benedictus XIL 
(is sedit ad annum 1335) omnium primus ex- 
cogitavit, et taxationes literarum ordine consti- 
tuit. I am indebted for tliis quotation to S. du 
Mont s Taxffi, p. 134. The passage in P. V. is 
lib. viii. c. ii. fol. m. 487. 

* SeeCiac(niiiyiteetAflteP<mttScc. Taiii.u.ii.SM^ 6d»1877» 
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In considering the Taxes themselves I shall, 
firstly, enumerate all the known editions, 
chiefly from the laborious and accurate Panzer, 
adding the letter M. to those which are des- 
cribed by Marchand ; and then I shall oflfer 
some remarks founded upon an examination of 
the contents of some of them. 

I*. Kegule Ordinationes et Constitutiones 
Cancellarie Sanctissimi dni nostri domini Sixti 
Divina Providentia Papa IIII. scripte et cor* 
recte in Cancellaria Apostolica — date in crasti- 
num assumptionis sue ad summi Apostolatus 
apicem, videlicet die decima mensis Augusti 
anni a Nativitate Dni mcccclxxi. In fine : 
Lecte et publicate fuerunt supradicte regale in 
Cancellaria apostolica die martis vicesima sep^ 
tima mensis Augusti anno dni mccoclxxi. Post 
quae : Sequuntur Taxe Cancellarie Apostolice, 
et primo de Expectativis Rubrica. Marchandi 
who had an imperfect copy, adds, " in xxxi para- 
graphs or chapters of different length." It is in 
quarto, and the whole occupies but 9 leaves, or 
18 pages, with the average of 35 lines in a 
page. See a particular account of a perfect 
copy in the possession of Lord Spencer in the 
Rev. T. F. Dibdin's Bibliotbeca Spenceriana, 
vol. iii. pp. 488, 9. Although without name of 
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place or printer, no doubt can be entertained, 
that it was printed at Rome. 

Panzer has in his own collection another, 
and evidently varying, copy, of the same date : 
but it does not appear whether it has the Taxe. 
FoL 16, b, begins Regale expectativamm. 
Tom. iz. p. 273. 

II. Taxa Romanae Cancellaiiae et Foeni- 
tfifntiariae. In fine : Finis est, lans Deo. Im« 
pressum qnidem Rome prid. Kal. Mali, 1479, 
fell. 16, 4. Denis Suppl. p. 1 10. 

III. Regale, Ordd. et Constitt. Cane. 
SixTi nil. Pape«— In fine Leete et publioate 
fuerunt suprascripte Regale Rome in Canceila- 
ria Aplica die Martis xii. Dec. Anno Dni 
MccccLxxx. iiidictionc xiii. Fontificatus prefati 
S. d. n. Fape Sixti anno deoimo. Adharent 

Taxe Cancellarie Apostolic e, 4« Marchand 
says he saw a copy in a sale at the Haye, aboat 
1730. 

IV. Regale Ordd. et Constitt. Caac. S. D. 
Innocentii Pape VIII. cnm Taxa Apostolica 
et Pcsnitentiaria. Rome^ 1486 in 4. Biblioth. 
Menagiana, p. 164. This is mentioned only by 
M. although Panzer has, under the same year 
at Rome, the Regale only. 

It is possible^ therefore^ that the Taxas may 
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be attached to two B^^oln^ &c. mention/ed by 

Panzer, No. 416 and 422, under the year 1487, 
particularly as they are not mentioned by him 
in one of the Regule of the year 1491. 

v. Regule Ordd. et Constitt. Cane. S. D. 
N« D. Innocentii div. piov. Pape VIII. &e. 

Lecte, &c. 28 Marcii^ 1489. FoL 35 a. Taxe 
Cancellarie Apostdice sequuntur. Et primo 
de gratiis expectativis. In fine fol. 18, a. Taxe 
C. A. finiunt feliciter* Steph. Planck. 4. 

VI. Regule, &c. cum Taxa. Rome, per 
Stephanum Planck^ 1491, in 4» Bibhoth. Im- 
per. p. 99. Biblioth. Hohendorfiana, tom. ii. 
p. 10« M. What Audiffiredi, in his Edd. Rom. 
SaBC, XV. adds, is important. After the Regule 
in the copy BibUoth. Alteriana follow, accord- 
ing to his representation, I. Taxe Cane. Apost. 
II, Taxe Sacare Penitentiare* III. Stilus Bo- 
mane Curie. — The character of the Regule and 
the Stilus is the same : that of the Taxe 
larger ; both Gothic, pp. 301, 2.* 

^ On the anthoritj of the Bibliotheca Seleeta of Messrs. W. 
Bajnes and Son, puUiabed in 1826, Ko. 948, I add, Rtgule 
Ordin. et Const. Cancell. Alex. d. p. Papa VI. Rom. in campo 
Flor» per Euch. Silber alias Franck, 1499, with theii remark : 

Aiidiifiredi, Denis, and Panzen, noticing this scarce Tracts 
have omitted to mention the Table of the Taae CanceUarie, 
appended, which is executed in the same type, and probablj 
wad originally published with the ConBtitutioneStf^ This cop/ 
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Mlurcliand supposes that they may appear 

in the Jiegule Cane. Ap, printed at Paris by 
Bocardy 12, 1499 ; but from inspection I can 
affij in, tliey do not. 

VII. Taxe Cane. Apost foil. 18. EtTaxe 
sac. Penitentiarie Apost. foil. 4. Barth. Gul* 
dinbeck. 4. This appears to be the copy for«' 
merly in possession of Dr. Moore^ Bp. of Nor- 
wich, and now in the University Library at 
Cambridge, numbered in the Cat. Libb. MSS. 
Anglis et Hibern. in the enumeration of the 
early printed books of Bp. Moore, No. 157. 
Another copy appears No. 55.* See torn. ii. 
pp. 380, 2. 

VIII. Taxa Cancellarie Apost. sub Pontif. 
Sixto nil. Un. 28, foil. 10, a. Bibl. Josch. 

wns sold to B. IT. Bright, Esq. 3(), Cadogan-piace, Chelsea; 
and from intorniation obligingly furnished by him, I discover, 
that the Taxe, which, T ripprehcnd, are quite unconnecfed with 
the other work, contain that portion which standi first of the 
Four in tbc Parisian edition of 1520, XVTII. or in the Oceaaus 
Juris, XXIII. but ia imperfect towards the end. 

* Of this a friend enables me to say, that it is in a locked 
up case (Ab. 4. 63.) It is a thin 4to. lettered Tractatus 1480. 
The first tract begins, Sequuntur Taxe Cancellarie Apostoliceet 
primo de Expectativis Rubrlca, and occupies many pages. Then 
followa Taxe Sacre penitentiarie Aplice feliciter incipiiTt. and 
ends, tuc taxa duplicatur. JB Finis taxe '27 Sacrc piiiane Aposto- 
lice. It consists of V2 iblia, and haa no pages, signature, catch- 
word, date, place, or printer. 
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IX* Taxe Sacre Penitentiare^ lin. 29, fbU. 

16. 4. BibL Josch. For this and the preced- 
ing article see Pamser's Sapplementj torn. ix. 

under T, 

Panzer has enumerated some other R^pile^ 
under Homes, which, accidentally only, and as 
a distmct things have the Taxe sometimes an* 
nexed. No. 486 occurs under the year 1492 ; 
and^ without a date^ 733. No. which has 
the date 1471^ appears to be the second men- 
tioned under the 1st article in this list. There 
is one of Paul II. printed at Naples, who died 
in 1471 ; and another at Louvain of Innocent 
YIII. who died m 1492. See Panzer's Sup* 
plement. 

X. Practica Cane* Rom. cum Taxa. 

Rome per Jo. de Besiken^ 1^03, in 4to. M. 
with the same references as in No. VI. Pan- 
zer, however, in the Provinciale, &c. which 
seems to be the same book^ does not mention 
the Taxa. 

XI. Taxe Cane. Apost. Rome, apud 
Mazochium, 1508, in 4. M. Ibid. p. II. 

XII. Taxe Cane, et Fcenit. Apost. Rome, 
1509, in 4. BiU. Baluziana, p. 212. ffibl. 
Mecars, p. 175. 

XIII. Modus vacandi et acceptandi Bette- 

rs 
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ficionan. Item Regnlaa et Taxaa CanceUaiuB 

per Juliuin IL Pout. Romas mdx. 4. Bibl. 
Teller, p. 170. Panser. 

XIV. Regule coDstitt. et reservv. cane. 
S. D. N. D* Leonis Pape Decimi: noviter 
edite ac publicate. In fine : Taxe Cane. x\post. 
per Marcellum Silber, alias Franck, Rome in 
campo Flore Anno 1512 impresse finiunt feli- 
citer. 4. Vogtii Cat. libb. Rarr. p. 564. M. 
Panzer adds, Bibl. Roloff. ii. p. 72. 

XV. Regule^ constitt. reserw. Cane. 
S. D. N* Leonis Pape Dedmi^ noviter edite et 
publicate. It is in 4to. at the 67th leaf of which 
is read Taxe CanceUarie, per Bfarcellnm Sil« 
ber, alias Franck, liome in Campo Flore, anno 
MDxiy. die xviii Novembris, impresses finiunt 
feliciter. In the copy which Marchand had 
inspected there vere only, 1, the Taze Sacre 
Penitentiare Aplice incipiunt, in 4 leaves or 8 
pages, containing iv titles ; 2, the Taxe Cane. 
Apost. in 18 leaves or 35 pages, with Ixviii 
titles— the whole number of pages therrfore is 
43. In the reprint of this edition in 1664, 
which we shall notice in its place, the order of 
the two classes of Taxe is inverted. Neither 
does the number of the titles in each agree. 
There are but 37 in the latter, and the others 
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are not numbered^ though the divisions are cer* 
tainly mare than fom. Copies of the same 
date^ however, sometimes \a,ij, as is the case 
of the very first knawn edition. Regale Leoois 
X. were published in 1515. 

XVI. Tazae Cane. Apost. &c« Colonias^ 
apud Gosuinum Colinium, 1515. Taxe de la 
Chancel. jRom. A Kome (Paris) 1744. 

XVn. TaxsB Cane. Apost. Romse 1516, 
8. Panzer. Catal. Pinell. I. p. 19L 

And here the JRtmuin editions of this nefa- 
rious publication, with the exception, perhaps, 
of one, which shall be noticed, appear to dose. 
The advance of the Reformation in Germany, 
the SQccessicm of Adrian VI. to the pontificate, 
in 1521, and, above all, the Gravamina Cen- 
tum Nat. Germ, exhibited at the Diet of Nu- 
remberg in 1522, and transmitted to the Pope, 
to which, likewise, a Est of the Annate and 
these Taxes was appended, produced an absti- 
nence, or caution at least, which neither shame 
nor principle could ever do before. The Regule 
published by Adrian, appear to be unaccompa- 
nied by the Taxae, whether of the Chancery or 
of the Penitentiary; unless we should admit 
one, which Marchand represents as printed at 
Rome per Steph. Guileretum, 1523, in 4, and 
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for which he refers to Cat. Bibl. Card. Imp. p» 
99. Panxer^ however^ no where mentions it. 
It would have been desirable to know in what 
part of the year it was published, if genuine, as 
Clemens VII. ascended the papal chair in No* 
vember of that year. 

We now change our groond ; and afiter a 
considerable number of the Keguias, printed at 
Ptois, we arrive, in the year 1520, at the un- 
doubted and justly celebrated edition of the 
Taxtt of both classes, by Toussains Denis, in 
Paris. 

XVIII. The title page is headed by the 

arms of the Medici, Leo X. being then Pope, 
and those <tf France. Then follows the title— 
Taxe Cacellarie apostolice et taxe sacrc peni- 
tetiarie itide* apUce. Under a figure of St. 

Denis, between two angels, holding his own 
head,* is the editor's name, Toussains Denis. 

* Hie spolUe of France, St. Dionjaius, or Den js, to whose 
mtmoxj a serrice on the 9th of October ii celebrated, is, in the 
▼tiiciiNis authentic of the Soman church, the Breviaiy and 
the Atnea Lesenda» poiitiTelj asserted to have been Dionjdui 
the Aieopagite, cotemporary of the apostles. Critics however, 
«ren of the aeme ehiuch, have found it neceasazy to place the 
Galilean apOiHe near two centuries later ; and although the 
Bieviary represents him as having lived more than a himdred 
jreaiB, it was too gieat a itietch to extend his age to near three 
hundred. The more manageable, therefine^ of the devotees of 
Borne have tUmiljf though lalnctantlj, conmtcd to igan 
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Venimdantiir Parisiis i vico aancti Jacob! ad 

crucem ligneam prope Sacellum Divi Ivonis per 
Tossanu Denis bibliopolam cmn descriptioiie 
Italic ac copendio universitatis Parisiensis : et 
taxis benefidomm ecdesiasticora Regni Frande^ 

the point; and^ with his oompaiiiinii^ the immiflting aint is 
diiftedtoamofepxobaUeBCationhidiionoIegT; Batthislflnet 
all, nor the most Whefever the indifidiua may be placed, he 
is laid, on the authorities aboTe adduced, to have been decapi- 
/a<«tflbrthe&ith, and qflerwanU to hawearriedhhheadin 
huhantbiwomUu. Caid. Quignon would have soltsned fhe 
piedsum of the distance hy calling it a knff one. Bat Bus Y. 
woiiUnot bate UL atominsoooplte/ainiiade. FoorAlbaa 
Botle^ however, is ashamed of the whole ; and, with papal ho- 
nesty, pretennits it altogether. The/Ml is thus deseiibed in 
the PfOMi of a Roman Misnl, Paris, IfiSM^ 
Sed cadaver moz enxit, 
Trunois tnmcnm caput vezit, 
0^0 fefente hoc diieadt 
Angelomm coodo. 
We have not done with the martyr jet— there is a dispute about 
his Belies. Batisbon daims the true and the whole body, ex- 
cept the little finger of the right hand ; and Pope Leo IX. deter^ 
mined the question between this city and Paris in favour of the 
Ibimer. And there is still another claimant, Prague, which has 
an arm. This, and the liquefaction of the blood of St. Janua- 
rius, embodied even in the Roman Breviary, are perhaps the 
most atrocious impostures in the whole compass of papal and 
Italian jugglery. And yet the latter, which in the moderately 
intelligent and pious could only move contempt and disgust, 
could be witnessed and written of with gravity and respect by 
the Bev. the president of St. Mary's college, Oscott. See Ro- 
man Catholic Magazine, vol. i. pp. 345, &c. and the second vol. 
These are subjects of awful reflexion ! If ChriBtianity were in- 
separable from popery, the consequence is almost inevitable, 
that the whole xuu^t be rejected in the massi And although 

d2 
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1520. CiT priTilej^ i trieniu. At the end — 

finiut taxatioes aplice impsse Parrhisiis pro 
Tosiano Denis librario comorante i vico divi 
Jacobi T intsignio crucis lignee prope Sacellu 
Divi Ivonis. Anno dni. 1520* Die veio. 26> 
mensis Augusti. This is at th^ bottom of the 
recto of fol. xlii. The verso contains the valu- 
ation of difl^ent speeies of money and errata*. 
The book is in 4to. and contains 39 lines in a 
fall page. The whole work, whieh is plainly 

indi eonTenioDB are not noticed and ngutmd» as aie flioie 
more properljr flo caUad, it might be a matter of deubt,. wliattier 
ttodmidli of Borne has oo&Ttrted groaler nnmbais ftom infide- 
Hatcher £aith, thaafirom her ftith te infidditj. A^Mt pert 
of the Infidelity of Fiance at the dose of the last, and begin- 
ning of the psesent cenioij» and even now» ii| bqrond aU quet- 
tlon» assignable to the hiciilcatedy and bdleTod». and felt iden- 
tify of Popery and Christianify. Popecy is not only an nnwar- 
vsntedadditien, it knot only the addition of nibfaidi: it is the 
addition of poison ; and the poison is not simply poison added, 
but poiwn lncorpona§d^ It is non-attentloii to thislhet, whidi 
1ms made some superficial people^ of Tsiions mnk and staiion«. 
talk of the ospwMRSfi< ^ lAe CMird^f it^ £fi^JM MM^ 
fimdamgnM, Dean Swift had peculiar notions rsipectnigcQin- 
paiitive musics which he expressed in an epigram. Followmg. 
myadf the laudaUe example of eompniison» I may say, that 
the notions of the first lord of the treasmy on the solject of 
comparative theology, appear to YntfimdammUally the mim€f and 
equally respectable. Happy win it be if the demonstration of 
the Bp. of Down and Connor can beat a litHe inlinmation into, 
so much ipiritoal obtuseness and inoompetencob The vulgar 
misconception of riI|§$on here reprobated would have been left 
nnnoticed, except for its vulgarity, or general preyaleace in all 
ages, and among all ranks. 
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perfect^ contains only the Taxe, Cane. , ancl 

Penit. The other articles specified at the end 
of the title do not appear : they are^ however 
contained in another volume^ which might be 
attached to this at pleasure.^ The contents of 

this volume are important^ and wiU be consi- 
dered. 

I can hardly suppose^ that the work of the 
same year and place» with the Tariation — snb 

Signo Solis aurei, referred to by Moruay in his 

Mystdre d'lniquit^^ p. 656^ is really a different 
one, as reckoned by Marchand. 

XIX. Effidem, imerUe in Simonia Curiae 
Roman»^ Carolo V. Imperatori ab Imperii 
Electoribus^ et Principibus in Comitiis Norim- 
bergentibns anno 1522, proposita; eorumqne 
Gravamina centum adversus Sedem Bomanam, 
totumqne Ordinem Ecdesiasticum, &c. No<- 
rembergffi, 1523, in 4; et Francof. Bierman^ 
1612, in 4. lipenii Bibl. Jnr. p. 209, et 
Theolog. torn. i. p. 746, et tom. ii. p. 768. Vid. 

* This 18 the case ; for in another copy, >v]iic]i 1 have ob- 
tained, they appear in two tracts, the earlier of which has the 
date 1518. They were therefore appended to theTaxe, and in- 
cluded in the title. Both of them have the figure of the patron 
saint in the eaTrte costume as in the first. In fact, for M)me time 
after the invention of printing, the miracle was held in such 
choice estimation fts to be HMde a frequent bilosiicai ornament by 
the f xencb. 
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etiam^ fiibl. Ck>xdeaian^ p. 369 ; BibL Teller, 
p. 170. This notice is entirely taken from 
Marchand. Pana^r has no mention of this 
work^ although he inserts^ under the tame year 
and place^ the original and extremely acarce 
edition of the Centum Gravamina, which has, 
appended, the Annataa, but without the Taxae. 
Tom. vii. p. 465. The Tax» are certainly 
found in Biernxau's edition, exactly, as appears 
on a general inspection, and an examination of 
some of the most important articles, as they 
are found in Mnsculus, Da Finet, and the 
French editions since his time. The Papists 
have made a low attempt to palm the Centum 
Gravamina upon the Lutherans. It is enough 
to say, that they are inserted in the Fasciculus 
Rerum Expetendarum, &c. and that they con- 
tain the doctrine of Kome.^ 

XX. Eeedem. Coloniie, apud Gosninum 
Colinium, 1522. Banck, however, to whom 
Marchand is indebted for his notice of this edi* 
tion, makes the date 1523« See Preface to his 
Taxae. 

XXI. Efledem. Parisiis, 1531, in 12. M. 

* This is more completely established, and the document 
more amply described m my Memoirs of the Couacii of Xreut, 
pp. i— 11. 

r V 
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XXII. Ecedem. Parifiiis^ apud Galeotum 
a IVato, 1533, in 12. M. 

XXIII. Eaedem, insertee in Oceani Juris 
tomo vi. Venetiis^ 1532^ in folio. Heidegg^ 
aad Bayle. M. I do not find this edition in 
Panzer : bat in the edition of that work in 18 
volumes^ fol. Venet. 1584, the Taxae of both 
classes, exactly according with the Parisian of 
1520, are found in torn. xv. part 1, pp. 368— 
380. The whole work is entitled Tractatus 
Universi Juris, Duce, et Auspice Greg. XIII. 
&c. in unum congesti, &c. The xvth vol. has 
a varying title, Tractatus Blnstrinin Juris con* 
sultorum, &c. 

The edition of the TaxaB incorporated in the 
Oceanus, so often, as we shall see, reprinted, 
is the most perfect and convincing reply to the 
papal pretence, that the work originated with 
heretics, or individuals adverse to the Roman 
See, of any description. This production oc- 
cupies a prominent position, and no inconsider- 
able space, in an elaborate national work, pub- 
lished in a strictly papal country; however, 
like France, on pure secular matters, it might 
resist the higher powers; and formally dedi- 
cated to the pontiiT reigning at the time of one 
of its editions, if not of all. 
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XXIV. Esedem. Witterbergae, 1538, 
Bsnck, in praf. ad Lectorem. 

XXV. EflBdem, insertsB in Collectione, cui 
Titulas, Tractatus ex variis Interpretibns Juris 
in unum collecti, editique Lugdunij anno 1544, 
in fol. 12, voU. suntqne in tomo x. pp. 131 — 
139, & seqq. Ehingeti Cat, Bibl. Augustan. 
Vind. coL 269. M. 

Subjoined to this notice is a conjecture, that 
the Tax» may occur in the Provinciale omnium 
ecclesiarum Cath. Orb. Univ. &c. which is 
printed with Practica Cane. Apost. &c. hy 
Math. Bonhomme, Lugduni, mdxlvi ; but they 
do not. 

XXVI. Eeedem. Parisiis, apnd Galeotnm 

a Prato, 1545, in 12. Drelincourt Repliq, a la 
Rep. de Mr. TEveque de Beliey> p. 370. M. 
This contains the four parts as in the Oceanus 
and the Parisian edition of 1520, particularly 
the Pcenitentiaria. A copy is in my possession. 
Reprinted in 1625, See No. XXXV. 

XXVII. Esedem^ insertae in Wolfgangi 
Musculi Locis Communihus Sac. Theologi®, tit. 
xxii. Basil, per Jo. Hervagium, 1554. M. 
They occur in the second edition, the same 
place and printer, 1561, pp. 215—225. Like- 
wise> as Marchand adds, in 1566^ and 1599. 
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The Loci Comm. were translated by Da Pinet 

into French, aud printed at Geneva, 1577. 

XXVIIL EsBdem, inaertee in opere cni 
tituluSi Concilii Tridentini Kestitutioni, sou 
Continnationi^ a Fio IV. Pontifice, anno 1562 
indictee, Decretisque tunc editis, opposita Gra- 
vamina, quibus et CauSfe necessaris et gravis* 
siiiice expouuiitur quare Electores, Principes, 
Ordines Imperii, Augastanam Confessionem 
auiplexi. Concilium illud, neque agnoscere, 
neque adire, voluerint: e Gennanico Latine 
versa a Laurentio Tuppio, cum ejus Epistola 
l>edicatoria; 31 Martii, 1565, Aigentorati: ibi 
tunc edita. Bayle^ under Tappins. M.* Mar* 
chand adds, very rationally, that the Gravamina 
themselves are so full upon the subject, that 
they may be considered as an edition. See in 
particular the third section. 

XXIX. Taxe des Parties Casuelles de la 
Boutique du Pape, en Latin et en Franfois. 

* Theie wu aootlier edilixm of this woA hy IVippius, in 8vo* 
l£S7t without place, Initivitlidmter^ name tfant: Ezcudebat 
Qabiiel Caiteiitis. The TsxA Sam PoenitenttuuB in both is 
the wuDB as that of Mtuonlui and Dn Finet. There is, how- 
ever, wanting in the lopiint the Epistola Joannis Stunnii de 
Refiitatione Trid. ConcQii el dinidiii Beligionis, and another 
by B. Botshejrm to T^ippfais, appended to the first edition. 
Harchand is not perfectly coneet in the title. 
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Avec annotations prinses des deereiz, Con* 
€iUe8^ et Canons tant vieux que modemes^ pour 
la yerification de la discipline anciennement 
observ^e en i'Eglise. Par A. D. P. (Antoine 
Da Pinet). A Lyon, 1564. The dedication 
which follows, A tous fideles Chrestiens, has 
the date, 6 Fervier, 1564, small 8vo. It has 
173 pages and a Table of Contents. There is 
a very good satirical engraving in the title page. 
This edition accords with^ and undoubtedly 
was derived from^ either the Centum Gravamina 
or Musculus, the whole of whose Loci Com- 
munes, in which the Taxes appear, he after- 
wards translated into French. See Bayle. 
Having this edition before me, I describe it as 
it exists in my copy. Marchand does not ap- 
pear to have seen it. 

He mentions^ immediately after, two edi- 
tions almost precisely the same, in the same 
year, and printed at the same place, but having 
each only 125 pages, and dated 26 Mars^ They 
are distinguished by some difference in the 
title page. 

XXX. Passing over two other editions of 
the Tmm, in two editions of the Oceanus 
juris, printed at Venice in 1584 and 1585, we 

come to an edition of the Gravamina in the 
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year 1597» wUeh, as pbsenres» is probably 

the edition of the Taxae Pcenitentiariae ind. 
Drandii, p. 493. Lipenias, torn* xi. p. SOL* 

XXXI. Esdem inserts in Johannis Wol- 
fii Lectionibns memorabilibiui et reconditis^ 
printed at Laugingen, 1600, in 2 vols. foL, in 
the iid. pp. 825—837. 

XXXII. Taxe des Parties Casuelles, &c. 

Leide, 1607» the same as XXIX. but much 

altered, and without table. 

XXXIII. £«&dem, in Simonia Curias Kom. 
1612, as XIX. A copy is in the Bodleiau 
library at Oxford. 

XXXIV. Eaedem, editas cum Fragmatica 
Sanctione, anno 1613. Rem. sur la Conf. de 
Sand, p. 117. M. 

XXXV. Numerus et Tituli Cardinalium, 
&c. Tax» et Valor Beneficiorum Regni Gal- 
liae, cum Taxis Cane. Apost. nec non Sac. Pcenit. 
itidem Apost. &c. Paiisiis, apud Gervasium 
Alliot, 1625, in 12. p. 290 cum 2 indicibus. 
The latter Tax® in tlus volume are exactly the 
same as those in the Parisian edition of 1520-^ 
the £Dur parts entire. Messrs. Howell and 
Stewart, in their Catalogue of 1829, have given 

* This is likely enough to be the editiou meutioaed in th« 
Note on No. XX VIII. 

B 
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the name of Jaquelot as the editor ; upon what 
evidence I know not. I have the book : it is a 
rephnt of the edition, apud Galeotum a Prato, 
1545, No. XXVI. 

Sumina, seu singularis Declaration Taxa* 
nim^ &c. ab eodem, ibidem, 1626, in 12, M. 
thinks may be a second part^ and refers to Bibl. 
Barberin. torn* ii« p. 434. It relates almost 
exclusively to Taxes and Expeiices of Cathe- 
drals and churches, with the forms connected 
with that subject. 

XXXVI. A Mittimus to the Jubilee at 
Rome, or the ttates of the Pope's Customer 
House. Sent to the Pope as a New-yeeres- 
gift from England, this Yeere of Jnbile, 1625. 
And faithfully published out of the old Latine 
C!opie, with Observations upon the Romish 
Text, by William Crashaw, Batchelor of Di- 
vinity, and Pastor at White Chappel. Lond. 
1625, 4to. From the beginning of the adver- 
tisement, which begins the book, where it 
mentions the oiigiual in Latin as published at 
Paris more than a hundred years before, as 
well as from the contents of the work, it is 
evident, Uiat it is extracted horn the Paris edi« 
tion of 1520. There are two parts. This is 
the first ii^glish edition of the Taxoe. The 
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author has added observations, some of consi* 
derable value. 

XXXYII. Taxac S. Cancellarice, Rom. 
&c. a L. Banck Norcopense Gotho. Phil, ei 
J. U. D. et Frofessore Frisio, &;c. Franequeree^ 
1651, in 8. This is a very full and important 
edition. It is founded on an edition at Cologne, 
No. XXI ; another at Witteberg, No. XXIV ; 
that in Oceano Juris, No. XXIII ; and a MS. 
communicated to the editor at Rome, by the 
Rev. O. Joh. Baptista Sibon, whom he des* 
cribes as Patre Monacho Bemardin. et Coll. 
Roman. Lectore. The learned writer and 
suinotator would have done better, had he given 
a more exact description of his authorities, 
taken one as the text, and noticed the varia- 
tions of the others. It appears^ however, upon 
examination, that he has pretty closely fol- 
lowed the edition in the Ocean. Jur. as that 
does the Paris one of 1520. Besides valuable 
notes, there is included in this volume, the 
Nomina Archiepiscopatnum, &c. the Annate, 
&c. the Certi Reditus, &c. and an Italian Ta- 
ri& delle Speditioni della Dataiia* There are 
more typographical errors than are desirable — 
of the First Part, tit. xiv should be zv; zv, 
3Lvi ; the second xvii, xviii ; the second xx, xxi. 
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The Second Part is divided into two sections 
inconveniently, and has tit. ziii instead of viii 
in the second section. The edition goes on to 
Sectian the third and fourth, instead of Parti, 
according to the Paris edition and that in Oceano 
Juris. Then, by mistake, he repeats Seetio 
Quarta, which ought, according to his own 
division, to be Quinta, p. 151, and is so called 
in the index. In fact, this begins an addi- 
tional portion of the work — the Nomina, &c. 
And yet he calls an Appendix another Seetio 
Quinta. Marchand supposes a mistake of 
400,000 for 4^000 in p. 19, which is probable ; 
and there certainly is a curious one of 1400.81, 
for the date 1481, in p. 28. This seemed to be 
the proper place for such merely bibliographical 
observations.* 

Xnte, June 16« 1654; ead again Not, 18, 1662» and inMsM 
In the Indak Piohib. of iUei. TII. and to the pnaent time. 

I canoot hare deigr myaalf the pleaaure of tamaeiibing m 
ttutogiaph idttchisexfcaiiti&iiijaopj of Ba&ek^book^il^MS^ 
1776. Inv* JVbv. Eborac» in America, Ambioee Serle^ the de> 
aer? edl J celebrated anthor of eereral defotioaal and learned 
woiki» waa ooeof the IHenda, to whom I looked with Taos* 
ration and affiBction in mj jouth ; andhla jnat aa weUaa canatie 
litde Toliime, * A Kew PeKnice of the Holty nomaa Cfanidi 
agaiitit Hefetica and Bahiamatia^^' finl edited in 177S, and » se- 
cond time in ISIO, ia a aoffident and honoiinhle numiunant <^ 
hia fteedom from the low or tieadieioaaiHtoleakantian, whleh 
had hugely inHwted tiie relifioaawoild, and halped to prodnee 



I 
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XXXVIII. Den Winkel van den Pans. 
AmBterdam, by Imbrechts^ 1661, in 12. This 
translation is ascribed by Marchand to Clement 
KeukemiiB. 

XXXIX. Taxae Cane. Apost. et Taxas 
Sac. PoBnit* Apost. &c. geeollationeert» &c. 
nae't exemplaer van Lreo X. tot Roman anno 
1514. 's Hertogen-Bosch. (Bois-le-duc) by 
Stephanus du Mont^ 1664^ in 12. This is the 
most exact and important reprint extant. It 
£uthfully represents an undoubted and most 
valuable Roman edition^ the existence of which 
and the fidelity of the present copy, are at- 
tested by two of the Clerks^ and subscribed by 
the Secretary, of the city. The original was 
deposited with the governors, called IX viri. 
The first part, Tax» Cane. Apost. accurately 
agrees with the first part of the Paris edition of 
1520 ; and the other part, Tax» S. Poenit. with 
the first section of the fourth or last part of the 
Parinan, and that given in this edition of the- 

that wretched consummation in 1829, upon which every unpa- 
palized Christian looks back with shame and bittemcas. The 
eiicumstance, likewise, that this book was procured in New York, 
if pleasingly associated with the fact, that the cncroaclmients of 
papal ambition and corruption have roused that city in particu- 
lar to a zeal and exertion in opposition to the foul Invader, and 
in defence of the Christianity ho would again defile, whicli may 
««U pot lukewsim and imfiiUhlia £ng^^ 

s 2 
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pntent teact. There is besides^ a short ex- 
tract fimn the FlirUiaii tdiimi, and a Dijdoiiia 

of Indulgences under Leo X. from the monu- 
ments of a church in Driel in Geldeilant^ with 
a form of plenary absolution on confession. 
Estimates of the Tafaia of tha monies specified 

are added, with notes, cliieily from Banck, and 

an Index* 

In my edition the Authentication is in Fie- 
mish, but Marchand has givea it in Latin, 
without saying that he translates. And he 
aiterwards gives another in Flemish^ very 
nearly the same, but with additions, to cut off 
all subterfuge from those who, it is reasonably 
anticipated, would omit no eflbrt to bring the 
work into discredit. 

Marchand adds, immediately af^, another 
edition of the TaxcE, in a fresh edition of Wolfii 
Lectt. Mem. in 1671; and another in Adami 
Scherzeri Auti-Bellarmino, 1681 ; but that 

work contains merely a very short extract* 

XL. The Book of Rates now used in the 
Sin Custom-house of the Church and Court of 
Rome, containing the Bulls, Dispensations, and 
Pardons for aU manner of Villanies and Wick* 
ednesse, with the several sums of Monies given 
and to. be paid for them. Published By An* 
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thony Egane^ B.D. late Ccmfessor-Geaeral of 
the Kingdome of Irdbnd^ and now tbrottgh 
the mercy of God Minister of the Goapd ae» 
cording to the Refonned Religion— lioeneed 
according to order. London^ 1674^ iu 4. It 
contains 31 pages, but numbered onlj to 25, by 
mistake 22. There is a certificate of character 
' by Heads of houses in Oxford. There was a 
second imprescjion in 1678, London, adding, 
after the Advertisement, The New Creed of 

the Church of Rome — The Indulgence of St. 
James for the dead." The Address to the 
Reader is not so satisfactory as it might be, 
respecting the source and authority of the edi* 
tion. It agrees, rather loosely, with that of 
the Centum Gravamina, and what follow it: 
but should appear to be copied from no j^rinted 
edition — ^it was probably in MS.* 

Tert» or a ReeantoliQii Strmon of Anthony Esni« latoConfto- 
80^G«iuaal, Ac* praaoliod [at St. HsimUIbIi mOldFIAStzeel] 
Iiondon on Aptil if W^f to wBieh la ataasod a KairatiTa^ fta 
and ConuiMiidatoiy Letter by hia Superior fte, London* W9^^ 
no irotda vtthia Inaflikete ara added 1^ Wood» eo tet tlm 
inuit have been two titla pagee or two editais in tlie same year. 
I^oin Uie Semion it appean that hia co nw M i o n waa rational; 
aadthataiftarithewaaahotalwhilepieaehlBgin apiotcttant 
plaee^ woftliip. I^eNanative rdateaaareial other attempta 
to injure or kiU him, lo that the Lord Lienteaantwai obliged to 
•llbifluiiiFBl'Ilt^P'oteetion* It ihould be nid, that pievlmi43r 
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XLI. Taxe de la Chanceiehe Romaine^ et 
la Banqne du Pape, oa Pabflolatioii des enmei, 
les plus enormes se donne pour Targent^ &c. 
Angmente d'une nouTelle prefiEMse. A Lmdres 
(Amsterdam) 1701, in 12. The same edition 
as No. XXIX. pp. l6Sf with index. 

to his open declaration of his conversion, be had obtained from 
the Quitidlan of the Society to which he belonged a testimonial 
of his character as verum obedimUimfilium, Not however feel- 
ing secure in his own countiy, he came to England, and in 1673 
■ettled at Oxford, as is mentioned in the text. Ant. Wood says 
he continiicfl there about four months, and obtained above £60 
in charity, from whence he proceeded to Cambridge, ^ thinking 
to obtain there the like wasn , nnd when that was done, to return, 
as Hwas conmiooly then reported, to hisfonner religion." Thefe 
was probably no foundation for this suspicion, but the known 
anti-protc?tant bigotry of the writer. But this has been honey 
for such illiberal Romanists as Dr. Milner. In 1 674 he published 
the " Romanists' Designs detected,'' &c., which was republished 
in 1678, London, with a sHght variation of title—'' Papists' De- 
algns»** &c. It coTisists of papal documents from Contzen and 
Costerus, Urban Yin's bullandletters instigating rebellion, Ac. 
It would be deeiiable to know more of this individual : batenr 
bi<^Tapheii^ who can spare piiges by wholeasle for pcnons 
well known, or not worth being known, pass over with peitet 
unconcern tumm^ f» wlildb alnoot alone a dictio n a iy is eon- 
suited, or at least needed. It would be almost a self-condema- 
ing title : but really a dictiooaiy of obscure individuals would be 
one of the most acespiaUe and Talnable presents wbieh a lite- 
raiy man could make to the reading public Egan is wcctb 
twenty poets and novelists. The snarling Wood is flie on^ 
memorialist of this nseliil writer, of whom no substantiated HI 
is known. See Atiienft Oxen, last edition, toL It, Fasti, coU. 
842,3. Weowsb howerer, nmchgratitadetoalabosionsooni- 
piler, who^ wheie his pnjndicet do not inleiftNb slwaiya in> 
structs and gratifies. 
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XLII. Tax® Cane. Apost. et Taxa S. 

Poenit. Apost. juxta exemplar Leonis X. Pont. 
Bomm, 1514, &c. SylvaB-Duds, S. da Mont. 
1706, in 8. This is a re-impression of Xo. 
XXXIX. and said by Marchand to be rare. 

XLIII. In R. Steele's Romish Ecclesiafik 
tical History of late years^ Lond. 1714^ in 12, 
is contained^ at p. 107 and seq. Extract of 
the Taxae Cameras, seu Cane. Apost. The Fees 
of the Pope's Chancery ; a Book printed above 
100 Years ago, by the Authority of the then 
Pope ; being a Table^ cor list, of the Fees paid 
him for Absolutions, Dispensations, Licences, 
Indulgences, Faculties, and Exemptions.^' It 
agrees with the Paris edition of 1520 ; but was 
probably derived from the edition in the Ocepi^m 
Juris. 

XLIV. Taxe de la Chancellerie Romaine> 
ou la Banque du Pape^ dans laquelle I'Abso- 
lutim des Crimes lea plus enormes, &c. A 
Rome (Paris) 1744, in 12. This, like No. 

XLI. is another edition of A. du Pinet's, with 



f 




1 





ones in the Notes, Memoirs, Dissertations, &c 
Most of them convey interesting information : 
but in what is appropriate it £eu1s considerably. 
The number of editions described is very li- 

mited, and the whole account confused. 
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XLV. Taxes des Parties Casuelles de la 
Boutique du Pape^ Redigees par Jean XXil. 
et publiees par Leon X. selon laquelle on absout, 
&c. Par M. Julien de Saint Achenl. Paris, 
chez les Libraires de Theologie, 1820, in 8. 
This edition has restored the first part of the 
title of Du Pinet's, of which it is a re-impres- 
sion: but it is singularly unfortunate in the 
remainder, particularly in the implication, that 
these are the same Taxae as those published by 
Leo X. And it is • likewise a matter of sur- 
prise, that writing after Marchand, the editor 
should apparently have taken no advantage of 
the great accession of information on this sub- 
ject contained in the Diet. Historiqne. No 
advance whatever is made in critical informa- 
tion ; and the new matter might without loss 
have been spared. It occupies 528 pages with 
an Index. In the last edition of £ayie's Diet, 
in a note under Finet, we are informed that this 
edition appeared in Spanish in 1822. 

The very important MS. Collection of the 
Taxae in the British Museum will be shortly 
noticed, and presented in considerable detail. 

From an examination of the contents of 
several of the preceding volumes, it appears 
that they belong to two distinct classes. 
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The first is that, first given in the Centum 
Gravamina^ and appended to themj described 
No. XIX. and copied by Musculus, No. 
XXVII. by du Pmet, No. XXIX. by Wolfius, 
No. XXXI. by the Paris editions, which fol- 
low du Pinet; and substantially by Egane. 
This recension^ (ijP we may adopt a term from 

r 

sacred criticism to avoid the ambiguity of the 
word^ edition>) is distinguished by the appear- 
ance of some grosser crimes, to which prices of 
absolution are affixed^ than are to be found in 
the other. From what sources the German 
Princes at the Diet of Nuremburg derived their 
information does not appear ; but, that such 
sources existed, and were not inaccessible, is 
sufficiently evident firom subsequent experience 
on the same subject ; and the responsibility of 
their station and duty, together with the pub* 
licity of the act, are a sufficient guarantee of 
their fideUty and accuracy. Neither can any 
objection be deduced from the enormity of the 
offences thus made pardonable for money, since 
those very offences are specified in the Peniten- 
tiary Canons, with their assigned penances and 
the commutability of these by pecuniary mulcts. 
Some surprise has been excited by the modera- 
tion of the taxes in these and similar cases ; 
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but it has been suggested^ as a teply^ that the 

number would probably effect quitQ a sufficient 
compensation. Hiose of unfreqnent recnnrence 
are by no means lightly charged. Tliis class is 
perhaps the least authentic of the t?ro, having 
never appeared in any Roman edition, but, ex- 
cepting the first, in piotestant editions only; 
and being comparatively easy of access^ it is 
the less necessary to present a detailed account 
of its contents. 

The other class will occupy more of our 
attention : and this appears to be exhibited in 
the greater part of the remaining copies of the 
Tax®. At an events, in what degree this is 
the case will be submitted to the reader. Of 
what character the Taxae in the first known 
printed edition, that of 1471, aie, I am unable 
to determine from inspection. But from die 
circumstance, that they Login with the words, 
or title, et primo de Expectativis, which form 
the commencement likewise of one portion of 
the Taxs of Leo X. printed in 1514, I infer 
that, so far, they are, at least, substantially 
the same. From the limits of the book, how- 
ever, as already stated, it should appear to 
extend no farther than to that portion, and t/iat, 
in a mora oiontracted form. And it may here 
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be proper to observe, that as every new Pope 
claimed the right of enactmg new jReguis, 

Constitutiones, &c. so it is very far from impro- 
bable he might afiusame the hbeity of altering 
die Tarn* 

Of the contents of the subsequent editions 
to ihat of Leo. X. I must likewise profess mj 
ignorance : but of Leo's the reprint of S. du 
Mont wables ns to form a judgement. Whe- 
ther the order of the two portions, of which it 
ionsiets^ be isverted or not, is of little impor* 
tance. One has the title Taxae Cancellariae 
Apostolical indpiunt ; the other that of Tax® 
SacrsB pcenitentiarise Apostolicae incipiunt. The 
orthography is probably modernized as to the 
diphthongs. These two kinds of Taxae, how- 
ever, as here exhibited, appearing to be found 
in the more copious one of Paris, in 1520,— 
they certainly agree in all the articles of im- 
portance, and, as far as a very careful compa- 
rison win warrant the conclusion, appear to do 
so tluxmghoat— it will answer the same purpose, 
and in other respects will be more satis&ctory, 

* That this was the case is very evident, from an inspcctioii 
of the Rogule, &c. of Innoc VIII. printed at Paris, 1499; poi^ 
ticularlj from the Prohemimn, and ftom the last Regula, con- 
taining BevoottdgQS of pimding cmes. See likewiie fiuUer. 
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to examine them, together with the additional 
parts^ as they stand in that celebrated edition. . 

The Parisian edition of ] 520, described No. 
XVIII. on the verso of the title-Ieaf» and after 
the licence signed, Ainsi signe Rnse, has a 
short address of the Printer to the Reader, in 
which he states, that he had received Several 
copies of the Taxe Cane. ac. Penit. Apost. 
which he did not incorporate into one book, lest 
he should fall into some omission, and which 
therefore h^ printed in four parts, designated 
by the capital letters^ A, B, D. To a se- 
parate index to each he had however added a 
general alphabetic one. 

1 he ^st part. A, is inscribed, £t primo de 
gratiis expectativis, is divided into thirty-seven 
Tituli, althongh not nnmbered, and appears 
exactly to agree with the corresponding part of 
the edition of Leo X. as reprinted in 1664, and 
with the first part of Banck's. It extends from 
fol. i. to xvi. and consists of taxes upon num- 
berless circumstances relative to ecclesiastic 
benefices, dispensations, absolutions, licences, 
indulgences, remissions, exemptions, transla* 
tions, &c. &c. estimated in giossi ; among 
which may be noticed, litera absolutionis a 
Sylnonia, g. xvi. remissio facta uni diviti de 
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male ablatis taxetur ad g. L pauperi vero^ g. xx* 
absolutio generalis in libro Jo. xxii. g. xvi. 
absolutio ab excessibus et delictis pro unu laico, 
g. xii. indulgentia tertisB partia peccatorum, g. 
c. Sic. &c. When the first persou is used it is 
plural. The principal circumstance^ however, 
remarkable in this portion is, the repeated, 
about nine times^ and exjslu^iive^ reference to 
the Liber Johannes X?tll. from which it seems 
to be a reasonable inference, that^ to the time 
of Leo X. considerable deference was paid, in 
this class of Taxes, to the former pontiff^ as 
their presumed author, or first reducer to fi»rm. 

The second part, B, has the following in- 
scriptidn, Taxe Cancellarie apostoUce cu certis 
notabilibus juxta stilum hodiemum Romane 
curie. £t primo de absolutionibus. This oc- 
cupies from fob xvi. recto to fob xxv. and is 
found in Banck's edition beguming at p. 55. It 
consists of twenty-three tituli, as in Banck, but 
not numbered. The subjects are not very dis- 
tinguishable from those in the former part : but 
the writer speaks of himself in the singular 
number, and refers not to Jo. xxii. but to l^er 
' ofUiguus, De unionibus, fol. xx. verso. The 
book, (for it appears to have been separate), 
was written in 1513; for the author writes, ita 
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sum expertus hoc anno m.ccccc.xiii. ft)l. xix. 
But it is in Una book that is contained that 
most notorious passage^ under the title of De 
matrimonialibus^ 

Dispensatio de contrahendo in cognatione 
spirituale •••• •••••g> bL 

Expedivi tamen unam pro. g. 1. sed de gra- 
tia g« L 

Idem est jndiciimi in aecuido gradu : et compo- 
nitur cum datario in maxima summa ali- 
quando. coe. et etiam ccciooc. et alias juacta 
qualitatem personarum. 

EtnoU diLigenter q^uod hiyuismodi gratie 
et dispensationes nou conceduntnr paupe- 
ribus qma non simt ideo non possmit con- 
solari foLzxiiL* 

The third part, C, from fol. xxvL to mr . 

in Banck^ commencing from p. 88, has no 

♦ This measure in the dkbdlbution of spiritual favour in the 
papal church is not feebly expressed in the Epilogue to the 
Bgaakh Friar, by the author of the Hind and Panthen^ 
Fear not the guilt if you can pay fort well. 
There is no Dives in the Roman hell.— 
Thej boast the gift of heaven is in their powef— ^ 
Well may they give the god, they can devour. 
It is sickening, although instructive^ to observe, how Roman- 
ktfl» in whom it might be hoped the moral principle was not so 
degraded, can dideover the deUaqneucies of individuals of their 
own communion, particularly cwreiUk Dodd, in his Church 
Hiatcnyof JBDglaiid» wheie he glTCfl aa acooa&t of John Diydeiif 



Digitized by 



53 

general tiiXe, except in the index, which is, 

Alique regule, and contains twenty-three tituli, 
so numbered in Banck. There is nothing re* 
markable in this portion^ except that it consists 
strictly of Regular, without any Taxce, although 

voL aiL p. 469y observes, he ^ was author of a great number of 
oecaskmal piecesi and of twentj-soTen plays, mittoi bt the 
space of twenly-fiye jeais : which aro stiU read with pleasure 
and the general approbation of the iugsnloufl, notwithstanding 
the soTere criticisms of many, that envied his exalted meiit^-» 
and this» without the sUghtest aUusion to the notorious and re» 
ToLtiiig profl^gaqr of a great portion of his productions I By way 
ef apology ibr these offoices, it has sometimes been aUeged» 
that his life was unstahied, which, if trae in the very limited 
sense in which it can be^ is only to say, that he was not impelled 
to write wickedly by headstrong passion, but hired so to do by 
hope of gain or bad popularity^hia vice was without even the 
low extenuation of natural and appropnate temptation* If the 
morality and necessitiea of Borne were unknown^ we should 
wondier at the degradation to which she wiU stoop Ibr an al^ $ 
and theftct, that her sons xeftue not libatioas to their goddess 
from the foulest kennels of human depravity would appear incro- 
dible, were it not notoiious, that a son of Anacveon, in whose 
heart libertinism and inhumanity appear to contend fat pre- 
eadnence, has been publicly accepted and accredited aa a worthy 
advocate of the Holy Boman catholic church. A crown waa 
wanting to the pieces tin the power of diq>enaing national re< 
ward was prostituted to the bestowal of a pension on the coi^ 
mpter of public morals and the heartless deiider of the perse* 
euted Protestant deigy of his conntiy. 

Weieitnotsolong^ I could with pleasure transcribe a part 
of the speedi of the Bev. H. O'SuUivan at the Protestant Meet* 
ing in the Shire HaU, Heiefoiid» Sept S, ISSfi; on asulijeet so 
edifying as the tmeident Anacreon of modem England, or the 
bish gentieman in search of n rdigion yet to seek. But I wiU 
do my best to extend the dienlation of the concfaidiDg portion. 

f3 
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relative to them ; and the writer, who is evi- 
dently an official person^ designates himself in 
the singular. Et ego habui pro Arcliiepiscopo 
speeialem^ (signatnxam)^ sub Julio (II.) cum 
anticipata solutione. viii. annorum. et pensio 
erat xxv. fl. ami de camera. In fine* 

The last part, D, is by far the most impor- 
tant^ and entitled Taxe sacre penitentiarie apos* 
tolice, from fol. xxxvi* to the end, fol. xlii. 
In Banck it is found entire in p. 125, and the 
following ; and for the first section, (it being 
divided into two), it has a perfectly correspond- 
ing portion in the edition of Leo X. and that 
in the present pages. This first section is di- 
vided into eleven titnli^ numbered only in 

But why,*^ (sajrs this consummate oraAor,) do I disgust you 
with the thou^t of it?*'^the wanton and heartless ridicule of 
the Irish suffering clergy ? ^ Because the Government, which 
will not give the fami^ing clergy of Ireland bread, unless they 
purchase it by selling their sonls» have pensioned the authof of 
this unmanly sarcasm over thdr griefb, and over the seane- 
closed graves of martyrs whose names shaU endure for ever. 
Was this a time when a govenunent whioh desired good for the 
Church of Ireland, should have chosen to pension its calunmia- 
tor ? They knew Mr. Moore's deservings, for five years they had 
power to give him his reward, and during the five years of 
power he was unremembered or neglected i but he insulted a vir- 
taons and afflicted body of Christian men ; he defamed tiieni» 
he refiled them, he made their sufierings the theme of unmanly 
Bierriment ; and as soon as he had disgraced his genins by this 
pusillanimous atrodfy, he is lifted Up Into the f»ii^f^^R^ of ni- 
nlsttiiallh?oiur» nd livgely pensiooed.'* 
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Banok. The reader must here carefdlly reool^ 

lect^ and attend to the fact^ that this portion 
is no more than an exact repript of the pajml 
copy of 1514, and either that, or the copy in 
thia tract, was probably naed by the Freni^h 
editor in compiling his volume. And then he 
is to be told, or reminded, that here we have a 
regular priced catalogue of absolutions, fijr, 
specifically, most of the worst crimes which can 
be cmmnitted, and, by general expressim, ibr 
all:-- 

Absolutio pro illo qui in ecclesia cognovit 
mulierem et alia mala commisit g. vi 

Absolutio pro conoubtnario, &c. «g. vii« 

Absolutio pro eo qui matrem sororem aut 
aliain conaanguineam vd affinem aiiam 
aut cummatrem camaliter cognovit . , • • .g. v. 

With more to a similar purpose. 

Soon after, with respect to marriage within 
prohibited degrees, (which were multiplied infi- 
nitely,) we have the intimation, Et debet con* 
cordare com camera apostolica« This section, 
it is important to,observe, agrees almost verba- 
tim with the copy given in this work ; and by 
noticing the variations, we shall have the ad- 
vantage of a perfect representation of the text, 
and of the confirmation which it a&rds to that 
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antient and original document. Bat the reader 

will have the opportunity of judging for him- 
self. 

The other section bears the title^ Summa- 
rium literarum expediendarum per officium 
sacre penitentiarie apostoUce. It contains 
matter somewhat similar to that in ihe preced- 
ing section, and' closes with the title, Absolu- 
tio de homicidiis. And here is the proper place 
for the observation, that the absence in these 
Taxce, of the more offensive articles to be found 
in the First Class, can only entitle them to the 
diminished reprobation of not being so bad as 
the worst, and of being more reserved, only be- 
cause shame and exposure had made caution 
more necessary. But indeed, what crime can 
be imagined, which may not be comprehended 
within the boundless circumference of*-»et alia 
mala commisit ? 

It may just be repeated, that the Parisian 

edition is exactly copied in the Oceanus Juris, 
but^ which is to be regretted^ without any in- 
troductory matter, and that BancVs edition 
entirely, and du Mont's in the parts which 
have been specified, represent the same. As 
relates to Banck's, it would have been very 
desirable^ had he followed any one specified 
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edition of those which he used, and noticed the 
variationii of the others. We should tEe& have 
obtained some distinct acquamtance with eaq\i 
Md some mfierenees of more or lessr momrai 
would probably have resulted from an inspec- 
tion of their discrepancies. These might be, 
and probably were, considerable. 

I hme abstained from giving any accoiittt 
the edition which appears in this book, and 
constitutes the main^ or most important por« 
tion, both on that account, and because it 
wants a date* The circumstances, proofs, and 
probabilities respecting its age and value will be 
seen in the appropriate place. 

I will now introduce the promised account of 
the MS. collection of these Taxsa in the British 
Museum. It is found in the Harleian depart* 
ment ; and is described in the last Catalogue of 
the MSS. in it, in 4 vols. fid. 1806, in Vol. II. 

pp. 262, &c. It consists of two volumes, small 
folio. Num. 1850, 1, 2, written on vellum, 
having every appearance of genuineness and 
coeval antiquity-^that is^ the former part of the 
sixteenth century. These volumes were with* 
drawn from the Archives of the Roman Chan- 
cery on the death of Innocent XII. by John 
Aymon^ Apostolic Frothonotary ; and bought 
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of him in Holland at a great price Ly tlie Eaii 
of Oxford.* They contain copies of the Taxad, 
both Cancenarifld and PoenitentianGe^ in various 
forms. An extended and able account is given 
of these interesting volumes in the Catalogue^ 
which in this part is written by the celebrated 
Mr. Wanley. But in the following far more 
extended account^ I entirely rely upon my own 
examination, which was carefiil, and I am sure> 
in the main^ accurate. 

Haal. Cat. Num. 1850, 1851. 
Tom. L foil, 1—199- 

Bratiketi^ wUh a spaot MvMfi, ikiu [ ] «^NAf» ^ 
fPOitb^ or MnliiMM, /ir «6oi«l Mometpact^ emUd not bo 
made ouibifihe writer. 

Fol. 

1. Circa Expeditiones EeneHciorum Cun- 
sistoralium, Sfc. 
Boma ^e, 

• This learned and useful writer is accused of other acta of 
Hterary ahduction, particularly from the Royal library in Paris. 
It is to be lamented that he had not so far unlearued the mora- 
lity of the church, in which he was bred. This circumstance, 
however, does not detract from the great aiu! acknowledged va- 
lue of his literary productions. The account of Aymon in Chal* 
mcrs is derived from the interested and justlj fitupected pen of 
Moreri« 
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2. Leo ppa X mils. 

Motu prQprio ^c^ . Ad tollendam 
dubitationis caiua super Unionfbus id- 
corporation! bus vel comendis ecciesiar 
mouasterior et alior beneficior^ ^e. 
Datum Boma apud Sanctu Petru die 
sexta Februarii 1514 Pontificatus nri 
Anno primo. 

Placet et ita motu ppo mandamus. 

3. Bulle Monitorii — Abs — Forma Jura- 

menti Julios-^Bulla ecde oath — 
Abs— Forma i Jul. 

1*— 115. [These fblia contain an alphabetic 
list of the churches, with the taxes 
to which they are subject, and of 
which there are various printed co- 

pies with slight variation. It be- 
gins with the churches of Borne.] . 

Bomana eccla Abbates infrasriptos sub 

se continet Sfc, 
Psuli de Urbe ^c. 

Auxitan — A a 1 1 ss lodoren — Andegaven 
•^Attreb. &c. &c. [to Z] Zappaten. 

[The Harleian Cat. has extracted the 
English sees, &c.] 

117. TAXJi SACILB P£K1TEKT1ABI£. 

De conirahendo in 4^ consanguinita- 
tis.t.i.ttif». ••••••••• •••••••«gr. 
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De i^noranter tbMio et ofumato in 

eod gr. 17 

De aekv^ ctracto et csumato in 
eod ••••••••gr. zzl 

JDe contrahendo in 4" csangmnitatis 
pro illis qui hmdi impedimentum 
scienter pluries sese acta fomicaiio 
cognoscunt et prolem procrearut Ve- 
nit Bulla ezpeditionia ad gr. 48et non 
est compositio pro illis qui ignoran- 
ter eontnuBenmt et scienter consu- 
marunt eat eadem compontio aicut 
de scienter contracto et consumato. 

De eotUrahendo in 4^ caaiiguinitatia 
pro illis qui ignoranter hmdi impe- 
dimentum pluries sese camatr cog« 
noTenmt....« ««gr. 21 

De contrahendo in 4<» pcedentihUB 
sponsaiibus ••••••••gr. 17 

Pro UUs qtd ignoranter contvaacenmt 
et consumaverunt et postmod perve- 
nit ad noticiam oidinarii qui aepaia- 
Tit illos et petant qd possint contra- 
here de novo si parrverit sine divor- 
tii bulla venit ad carl 17 

Quando vero non parrveri sine divortii 
sed ilia non obstante iterum camatr 
aeae oognovenrnt et volunt habere 
kgitimationem prolis suscepte post 
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prima et [ ] 

Bulla Tenit ad • « • • • gr. 41 aut 44 

Si volunt habere legitimationem prolis 
suscepti post sententiam divortii 

tunc bulla Tenit ad • .carl 21 

et absolvuntur a Beatu fomicationis 
et excessib. 
In tertio et 4* CMsanguinikais 
[&c.] 

In simpUei 3** [&c.] 
De ptAHea hanestate [&c.] 
* In cq^natione spirit uali [ficc.j 

J)e eompatemttate [&c.3 
Super defeetu nataltum [&c.] 
De promotis promovendis[kcJ] 
De Heentiis [&c.] licentia cele- 

brandi ante diem , • . • . 36 

121. De homicidio. 

Absoiutio pro Ldco qui interfedt lai- 

cum diaLolo mstigante ••#•20 

Absoiutio pro qui interfecit clericum 
nve pbrum aut aHquem in aaciiB 
ordinibus constitutum ..••..•••.•,•,23 
Absoiutio pro pbro vel clerico seu con- 
stituto in sacris qui aim dicmn vel 
pbrum aut laicum voluntarie inter- 
si taiia est eteme iuterdicttur 
sibi ascensuB ad superiores ordines. 
Si est pbx suspeuditur perpetuo 

6 
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a suomm ordinuin ezecutioiiA. £t 

si haberit beneficium c iiratur ut in 
opprobrium ejus mendicare cogatur 
datur retentio beneficii dumodo fa- 
ciat deb mnrm p alin cui provi- 
deat de congrua portione fructuani 
ejusdem beneficii. 

Si vero babeat beneficium sive sit 
dericus [religionis] sive Sacerdos 
datur dispensatio ad unum simplex 
obtineodum si ex iructibus unius 
sustentari non potent ut possit obti- 
nere duo simplicia et talis absoiutio 
taxaetTenitad • gr. 54 

Si vero voluerit inhibitionem dumodo 
accusatus inquisitus aut in judicio 
legitimo condempuatus taxatur 12 
ultra et sic est taxatufl • «30 

Bulla venit ad ducatos septem 

AbioluHo pro pbro yd dico ab homi- 
cidio veniali vel causa defensionis gr. 102 

In tctU homicidio dedit opera Bei 
lidti. 

Si vero non dederit Rei illiciti gr. G6 

Absolutio ab homiddio cum retentione 
bonorum et dispensatur super irre- 
gularite ad altaris ministerium cum 
reb infamia et inhibitione 

gr. 101 aut 102 
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De deelaratoriis J uris, 
Declaraiaria juris super homicidio 
Qui vi repellendo mortem aliter eva- 

dere non valens gr. 24 

Deelarataria juris pro illo qui reli- 
gios aliqtiem et metu ingressus et 
in eo professus fuit qd possit re- 
manere in seculo ut pbr secularis 
i22. si est pbr Si eat laicus qd possit 

contrahere vei aliam vitam ducere • • • .24 
J>eelar€Uio juris pro matrimonio vi 
metuque contracto •«•,.•••••••••• .24 

De can/e»Honaiibu8 laeticimu et 
jiltaribus porta^tbus. 
Confessionale ad Quinqueimium pro 

una persona .CarL 3 

pro ffiro et uxare . . . , • 5 

Confessionale perpetuum pro una per- 
sona.*... •••••• 20 

pro viro et uxore •••••• • 22 

religioso [ ]•• 36 

^lldrtf pro una persona 24 

i^acj^icmia^m pro una persona 18 

viro et uxore •••••• 20 

pro viro uxore et liberis 36 

Laciicinium aliquando et sepe datur 
pro una civitate alicujus oppidi tax- 
atur sepius ad t c 
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Comutatw votorum et uUimarum 
voluntatum. 

Comutatio ultime voluntatis, • • gr. 45 

Et nunquam mutatur testatoriB volun- 
tates nisi propter ultimam causam. 

Comutaiiof 10 illo qiii in infirmitate 
ccmatitiitiiB voluitingredi leligionem 
et pro fi ten si ab limodi infirmitate 
liberaretur • • • • • » ••••••••••••«45 

Et eadem est oomiitatio pro iUo qui in 
periculo mans comutetur vemt si- 
militer pro muliere* £t opus est di* 

. cier quod non venerunt solemter nt 
coram ordm et testatur [ ] 
als non possh comutaii nisi cui 
componitur cum datario. 

Item opus dicier quod non sperant 
posse apud. 

Item est taxa pro illis qui voverint 
oastitatem et postea volimt contra* 

here. Item. 
Mota qnod pro illis qni jam firegerunt 
votum non taxatur tm et absolvitur 
a transgressione £t datur eis quod 
possnnt remanere in matrimonio 
coutracto .gr. 22 

Item d«itur comutatio voti bjusm apos- 
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tolorum saactorum petri et pauli 
Sancti Jaoobi in. CQmposteUa et 
Sancti Sepulchri dm in istis tribus 
votis semper est compositio cum da- 
tario de tantls pecuniis quantum 
in emido et reddendo potuis- 
set et tunc possunt expediri buUe 
p pmariam. 

J\ota qd propter comutationem voto- 
mm in quibua est compoaitio oportet 
allegari senectiitem vel pauperita- 
tem aut infirmitatem. 
D€ BelaaxtHambus JurmnentL 

Relaxatio juramenti ad efifectum 
agendi. 

Quando est enoimiter leaua ez obliga- 

tione vel contractu. «gr* 24 
123. SelaxcUio pro illo qui contraTenit bug 
juramento et absolvitur a reatu per- 

jurii «« «..32 

RekuuUio juramenti pro viro et uzore 
vel duobus fratribus aut aliis duabus 
personia conjunctia sub eodem 

aau gr. 32 

De Simonia apostmi (i recenti 
manu) perjurUs fahairm et aim 
diversis absolutionibus, 
M^olutio a labe simonie in dispensa- 

G 2 
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tione ad altaris (mim^rium ?) et 
retentione • » gr. 102 

St nota qd m perceperit Aractm bene- 
ficii opportet quod componat cum 
datario de fructibiis male pmeptis 
et Ire expediuntur • • 1 02 

uibso a S a est taxata sine reme- 
dio et datttrciimretentlmficii.«*.gr. 102 

Ahsolutio pro fratre qui evagaverit p 
sttum aliqu et non dimmt liabitum 
et vult rediire ad ordinem suiun vel 
se tran^ierre ad alium urdmem pa- 
rem vel arctiarem 66 

Pro illo qui vagarit p sttum et vult 
transferre ad latiorem ordinem ordi- 
nem (aic) et pro jam traiuiaAo qd 
possit remanere gr. 102 

Fro illo qui juravit iaUo et eat perju- 
rus petit absolvi cum dispenaatioiie 
super irregularitate et retentione be- 

. ne^ciorum siae pxejudicio • • • • • «gr. 202 
* Opportet eatiflfiMseie ii^uriam pas- 
sis et dampntm. 

Ab$QlutiQ {9t>. pbrio. sivis. qBco /alaario 

qui fakificavit Iras apostolicas . • . ,gr. 202- 

et opportet aatisfaceipe pli lese. 
AhBolutio pi!0 iBo qui cognovit muli- 

erem cujujs confeasiouem audiverat gr. 102 
Ah%ol%etko pto illo qui cognovit coma- 

trm gr. 102 
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Absolutio pro illo qui cognc^ eum 
sanguineas vel fltflfines j^^. 

Absolutio pro illo qui comisit b\ 
terium •••••••• ••••«• .7. 

JSf^ota qd de omnibus istis mteliigo de ^ 
pbiis et clicis cum retentioiie benefit* 
ciorum et dispensatione super im- 
gularitate. 

Item in Qpmibus istis casis supra da- 
tis potest dari inhibitio cum limita- 
tioue fiuperius scripta. 

Item nota qd in casibus predictis ab- 
solutio pro laico nou venit nisi ad 

gr. 20 

plus aliqu ad 22 Ideo &c .22 

Absolutio pro, illo qui cognovit moni- 

akm Intro s^tum monaBterii, ••••••• 102 

AhsotuHo pro illo qui injecit manus 

vioientas m ciicum, ..•♦••«*.,,, .gr. 20 
Etfro cfioo qui ii^^ecit manus violen- 

tas in laicuin et absolvitur ab exces- 
' sibus previa tamen satisfactione 20 
Absolutio pro Uio qui injecit manus 
violeutas in alium pbrum vel ciicum 

«t postea celefaravit 27 

Si petat retentionem bnficii .66 

AbsotuHo pro pbro que celebravit rnqn 
tias clandestine et cum dispensa- 
tions, super irr^uiaritate • •••••••gr. 21 
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125 ^equuntur Tasce Camere apliee cum 
ad eaH$ nataintibm probatis^imMB. 

153, Et primo de Ahsolutionibus, 

Bulla ab8olutioiU8 [&c.] gr. xsau 

153 Sequuniur aUe taxe penUenHarie 
ad naoitur facie in concilia Late- 

162. ranen. 

161. [There is much in this portion similar 
to what has preceded in foil. 123 
' and 124. Fol. 159 De ab^ohUioHU 
bus has repeatedly Ahsolutio a 
Rbatu, as petjuriiyfalsi^ aduUerii; 
and is understood evidently imder 
the commou lorm of pro illo qui^ 
&c. making it strictly personal.} 

Tom. IL 

1. Hotu proprio &c. [The same as in 

the 1st volume, to which is sub- 
joined a note with the date of 1539 
—it is in the same character as the 

former.] 

2. T€iwe [in Italian.] 

Materia di Bolle minute, 

3. LeMateria diPenitentiaria [branched 

into various heads.] 
6. Ahsolutione dipiu sorte. 

[This includes the usual crimes; 
and there is a mixture of liatin.] 
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The second part of this volume^ Num« 1852, 

is a kind of Auctarium, or Appendix, with 
observations relative to the kind and value of 
the monies mentioned in the two volumes — a 
matter of great difficulty^ and not of corres- 
ponding importance* 

It can scarcely be required of us to recon- 
cile the variations and disproportions of these 
different Tables^ since it is very supposeable, 
that the whole tax is not always specified in 
each ; and they who find^ or make, so many 
mysteries where there are none^ must in reason 
excuse us^ if we do not pretend to account for 
every thing in this mystery of iniquity. Enough 
is clear : and it should be lecoUected, that these 
TaxaB are manuscript, not printed or published. 
The conjecture, likewise, may not be altogether 
groundless, that, as when the trade was unre* 
stricted, the commodities, in order to meet and 
attract the many, were charged low, so, when 

it became contracted, the prices were raised. 

And now it may fairly be asked, whether, in 
the face of the evidence which has been ad- 
duced, the pretence can with the slightest 

* The publication of these volumes would be a valuable ac- 
cession to dociiinei\t;\ry literature. In the preceding extract the 
author holds liimseif answerable only for intentional accuracy of 
transcription. 
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probability be supported, that these infamous 
publications are not the genuine and authentic 
productions of the Papacy ? We have seen the 
way prepared by the Penitentiary Canons ; and 
to them have succeeded the regular Tax-books, 
of the genuineness of which no reasonable 

doubt can be entertained ; the first of which, 
to more than the number of twenty, issued from 
countries and places devoted to the Roman See, 
the very first, to the number of Fifteen, from 
Rome itself, most of them attested by Audif- 
fredi in a professed work enumerating the first 
Roman editions, dedicated quite devoutly to 
Pius Sextus, Pont, Opt. Max. (quasi Deo Opt. 
Max.) ; the rest from Paris, Cologne, Venice 
— that from the last place under the auspices of 
Pope Gregory XIII. The printing — ^not the 
publication, with which perhaps Rome little 
deserves to be charged — was probably rendered 
necessary or expedient from the number of 
agents, or collectors of these taxes, employed 
by the successors of St. Peter. And beyond 
Rome in the countries subject to these imposi- 
tions it might be desirable for individuals to 
know what their vices would cost them, and 
how far they could sustain the expence. It ap- 
pears from Momay, in his Myst^re d'lniquit^, 
p. 656, (it is the same in the English trau&Ia- 



Digitized by 



78 

tion of 1612,) and from a passage of C. 
d'Espense, which will be produced^ that these 
books were made no matter of secrecy, but 
were publicly and openly exposed to sale. 

But we may, and have been, told, that these 
works have been formally and publicly con- 
demned by papal authority in the Indices Pro- 
hibitorii. This is a matter worth inquiring 
into : it is both a literary and a papal curiosity. 
By the year 1564^ when the Trent index was 
compiled and published, (to say nothing of 
preceding Indexes^) twenty-seven of the edi- 
tions of the TaxsB, above enumerated, had 
appeared^ and there were probably more^ now 
unknown — and yet no notice whatever was taken 
of them, not of a single instance 1 The £rst 
notice which ttw» taken of them, or rather of 
something like one of them, was in the year 
1570^ just a century after the appearance of 
the first edition, and thaty not in a Roman 
Index, but in an Appendix to the Roman one, 
published by the authority of the King of Spain. 
And in what terms does it there appear? 
Praxis et Taxa officinso pcEuitentiariae Papae (p. 
76)*^ work, which, if it ever existed under 
that title, was probably never, and is certainly 



* 
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now^ not known,* It is^ however^ generally 
admitted to refer to the copy in the Centum 
Gravamina ; as if this were the only edition^ 
or none had proceeded from Rome and else- 
where^ or were not known ! But let us follow 
the progress of this singular condemnation. 
With apparent misgiving, and possibly with 
some fear, that, in its simple form, it might 
involve what the papacy knew to be its own 
spring^ the next Index pnhUshed by papal 
authority in Rome, that of 1696, by Clement 
VIII. adds — ab baereticis depravata. In the 
edition by Pius VI. in 1786, it is still further 
slightly, probably with some intention, altered 
— <;um ab hsereticis sit depravata. It is the 
same in Pins VII/s, in 1806, and in 1819. 
By this specification the condemnation is li- 
mited ; but it is a virtual admission, that some 
copy, or copies, existed, which were not so 
depraved. It would have been charitable to 
point ont, how they were depraved. In fiu^t, in 
another, and more important sense, the un- 
doubted editions of this work were deprai^ 
enough. And this dilatory, ambiguous, con- 
demnation of a poor solitary non*descript is to 

* See liteiBiy Poli^ of the Ghudi of lUme^ fte. 2d edi- 
tion, pp. 74, 5. 
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be accepted as a proof of innocence, or acquit- 
tal firoaa the gailt, of having issued or autho- 
rised the abominable works in question ! Fur- 
ther, how are we to account for the exemplary 
forbearance and deep silence of these organs of 
biblical condemnation, respecting all the other 
editicms of the Taxaa but one* which is noticed 
— that of Ba^k — by known heretics^ by Du 
Pinet, by WoMus, by S. du Mont, and other 
nameless editors at Paris and Amsterdam?^ 
The &ct is, the Taxes, admitted plainly to have 
been published, if not for the hist time, by a 
Pope, John XXIL, stand very nearly upon the 
same ground as the Regul», Ordinationes, Con- 
stitutiones, &c., together with which tibey are 
often bound up, which have never been dis- 

* The miserable Index published at Wien, (Vienna,) 1774, 
prohibits the Taxe de ia Chanc. Londres, 1750. Where is such 
an edition to be found ? In the Portuguese Index, 1624, pp. 
180, &c. Tractatus Juris Canon., in several editions, (being, as 
is evident from the contents, the Oceanua Juris Univers.) is 
largely expurgated ; but there is no mention whatever of the 
TaxsB, although they occupy so conspicuous a place in those 
volumes. If the reader wisli to understand the value both of 
the insertions and of the omissions in the Papal indexes, he 
may get as mucii information as will probably s^itisfy him in the 
work referred to in the last note. He will there find that omis- 
sions may be m circnmstanced^ and in numberless instances are, 
as to have the force of positive evidence. Some of the wi^e Com- 
missioners upon Irish affairs in 18^?4 and 1826, coiUd not ex* 
actly see this* See particularly pp. 2d6, 7« 
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pnted as papal productions^ and with which^ in 
all their divisions^ they bear every mark and 
proof of strict alliance^ or fraternity. And^ 
after all, who has the benefit f 

If any confirmation of what has been ad- 
vanced in these pages were needed^ it imght be 
found in full weight in a well-known passage 
extant among the hterary labours of the cele- 
brated Claude d'Espense. Nothing can be 
more evident from that passage alone^ than that 
the writer had a particular view to the edition 
of the Taxae published in Paris, 1520 ; that he 
never once doubted of its being a genuiue pro- 
duction of Rome ; that, (although no friend to 
the Kefonuedj having been prompter to the 
Cardinal of Lorraine against them at the Col- 
loquy of Poissy,) he throws not out the sUght- 
est insinuation that the work, which he distin- 
guishes from the Centum Gravamina, proceeded 
from any heretical quarter ; that his informa- 
tion sufficiently guarded him against deception; 
and, more than all, that he speaks of the 
\vhole production in terms of unquahfied repro- 
bation and disgust* But, however familiar the 
passage, the preceding observations prove, that 
it is of too much, both pertinency and impor- 
tance, not to be produced in a work like the 
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present. Hie eminent Frenchman, to whom 

we are so much indebted^ was a doctor of the 
Sorbonne, and rector of the university of Park. 
Paul IV. would have made him a cardinal, had 
not the supposed interests of France prevented. 
De Thou affirms, that he was too good, as John 
de la Casa was too bad, for that honour.* Cra* 
shav writes concerning him, " of whom not 
only Thuanus, Bochellius, and other indiflferent 
andmoderate, but even Possevine the Jesuit, 
and Genebrard, that rough and bitter papist^ 
give most honourable testimony.^'f 

In his Commentary on the Epistle to Titus, 
on ch. i. ver. 7, he has, what he calls, Di- 
gressio Secunda, on the word duaMpcmfiia; and 

* Lib. XTi. ad ann. 1566* 

+ A Mittillliis, &c. Advertisement to the Christian Reader. 
See likewise DnpinliEccles. Hist. Eng. Tians. 1706, Sixteenth 
Centcuj, Book V. pp. lOO—O', where C. d'Espense, at the close, 
isdeicribed as " one of the most learned and judicious Doctors 
of his time." He was a right good, though not an ultra, papist ; 
deesed himself well enough from the charge of being heretically 
affected^ thought it was a good action to kneel before a crucifix 
or images of the blessed Virgin and Saints, when praying to 
Christ or them ; was an enemy to the unrestricted reading of the 
Seriptiires ; and approved the sanguinary prohibition of Books 
by Henry II. The Cataloc:ue was published in 1551, and an 
account of it may be seen in the Literary Policy^ &c. pp. 34, 5. 
D^Espense took a leading part in tlie colloquy of Poissy, 1561 : 
he likewise acted there as prompter to the juvenile^ and not ve^T 
theoiogic Cardinal of Lorraine. 

h2 
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there, having expressly referred to the Centum 
Grayainina, he proceeds to say^ that all those 
charges might be considered as the fiction of 
the enemies of the Pope, were it not for a book 
printed, and for some time publicly exposed to 
sale at Paxis, entitled Tax® Cameras seu Can* 
cellarise Apostolicse, in wliicli more wickedness 
may be learned than in all the summaries of all 
vices, and in which are proposed licence of 
sinning to most, and absolution to all who will 
buy it He wonders tbat this in&mons and 
jscandalous index of iniquity should be so far 
from being suppressed by the friends and 
rulers of the Roman church, that the licences 
and impunities for such abominations, continue 
to be renewed in the faculties granted to the 
Legates from Rome of absolvhig and rendering 
capable of ecclesiastical promotion all sorts, 
and even the most atrocious, of criminals^ He 
then calls upon Rome to blush, and cease any 
longer to prostitute herself by the publication 
of so infamous a catalogue. 
[ I give the original at length below,* and 
only remark, that it is evident from this pas- 

* Qnue soaiidala ex GfaYUDiiubiis Gemuuiicii pawim col* 
l^eta, 1, 2, fi, 8». 67, 74, 75^ 84, 91, 96. Hne, inquara, lucm 
turpia, odio Pontifids Bmnaiii ficta Bint, ai noD, quod ait et 
cooqueritur ille, velut 
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sage, that the author had in view, as we have 

observed, not only the Centum Gravamina, but 
likewise an edition published by authority and 
for the use of the trade. It is almost certain 

Prostata ct in qucBstu pro meretrice sedet, liber palam ac 
publice hie imprcssua et liodieque, ut olim vanalis, Tax a Ca- 
merae seu Cancellariae Apostolica», inscriptus, ii) quo plus scele- 
rum diacna licet, quam in omnibus omnium vitiorum Summistis 
et Summaiiis, et pliirimis quidem licentia, omnibus autem ab- 
solutio empturientibus proposita» parco Bomiiubus, nam, quod 
ait nesdo quia, 

Nofnina sunt ipso perie iimenda sono. 
Minim hoc tempore, hoc schismate, non suppreesum tot tamque 
foedoruni, tamque horrendorum scelerum veiut indicem adeo 
iiifumeni, ut non putem in Grermania, Helvetia, et ubicumque 
a Romana sede defectum est, opus prostare majore hujus scan- 
dalo, et adeo tamen non siipprimitur ab Ecclesia Romana^ favis- 
soribus, ut tantoram ac talium facinorum licenti® ac impuui- 
tates in fhcultatibus l^atonim illinc hue venientum bona ex 
parte innoventur atque confirmentur, ad versus (si Deo placet) 
qiuecumque fatalia restitueiidi, ac etiam quoscumque Spurios, 
Manseres, Bastardes, ex quocumque illicito coitu, &c. cum his 
qui se per adulterium polluerint, ut connubere possint, perjuror, 
simoniacos, falsarios item, raptores, usurarios, scliismaticos, 
haereticos, sed ad cor reversop, non abeolvendi tantum, scd ct ad 
ordines, hoi^ores, diunitatc?, et beneficia quaecunque, quotcunque, 
qualiacunque, UispL iisandi, homicidas quotjuc, sed casuales, seu 
involuntarios, nam iiec voluntaries quidem excepit Taxa supe- 
rior, presbytericidas, parricidas, matricidas, fratricidas, sorori- 
cidas, uxoricidiis, infanticidns, veneficas, incantatrices, concu- 
binaries, aduUeros, incestos, cum aftinibus aut consanciiineif, 
denique contm naturam, cum bruti?, &c. Habcat jam Roma 
pudorem, et tarn nuUius frontis criniiiium omne genus catalo- 
gum prostituere dcsinat. Parisiis, l.')G8, ppJi7, 8. No wonder 
this work had soon the honour of insertion in an Index Expur» 
patorius, and tin's passage a particular reference. See the In- 
dex of QuirogSy General Inquisitor of l^ain, Madriti» 1584^ 
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that the Paiisdan edition of 1520 is intended^ 

although the title is given incorrectly, as is 
more frequently done with contemporary and 
well known books than with others. It appears 
likewise, that there was no conceahnent in the 
affair^ except what arose from the language in 
which the book was extant* This concealment 
was indeed pretty extensive. 

The Irish titular, or Roman catholic. Bishop, 
Dr. Doyle, in his examination by the Parlia- 
mentary Commissioners on the State of Ireland, 
retorted the charge of pecuniary penance on the 
Church of England, and referred to Bum's 
Ecc. Law, under the word Penance, in proof 
of the fact. How far the instances fall short 
of his object will be evident on the perusal* I 
will give him and his communion farther, and 
perhaps better, authority, in the laborious and 
impartial Strype^s Lives— of Parker, Book iv. 
c* XXV ; of Grindalj Book ii* c. xi. and Appen- 
dix, Book ii. No. v ; and of Whitgift, Vol. i. 

fol. 7-!, or the Reprints. The ea:puryatory class of Indexes are 
very useful in directing protestants at once to tliose passages, 
even in papal ^vriters, from which the papacy receives some of 
her most mortal wounds. They were never, howerer, meant to 
come into our handsj and Rome has been more prudent than 
Spain. There are several other passages marked for obliteration 
in the work f^m which I have been quoting, and of which / 
have the identical edition referred to. 
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p. 376 of Oxford edition — ^in which it appears 
that pecuniary fines were sometimes with great 
cauUou allowed.* Bnt if the practice be sub- 

* In order to give our opponents eveiy possible advantage, 
or at least, light, on thh subject, I refer them to the documenta 
in the I Vth vol. of WUkins's Concilia, M. B. pp. 31^ 355, 362, 
552, 638, 654, 5. And from tho last leference, where are found 
the " form for regulating proceedings,'** &c., by Convocation^ 
dated April 30, 1714, under Sect. iii. I extract as follows :— 
^ That in all crimes of ecclesiastical cognizance, the ju4g0 and 
ngister shall send out their citations,^ &c. ^ And that no com- 
mutation of penance be hereafter accepted or allowed of by any 
ecclesiastical judge, without an oxpica consent given in writing 
by the bishop of the dioccceb or other ordinary baTing exempt 
jurisdiction, or by some perm or persons to be especially de- 
puted by them for that purpose ; and that all commutations, or 
pretended commutations, accepted or allowed otherwisey thaa 
is hereby directed, be ipio fscto nuU and void. 

** That no ram of momy^ giyen or received for any commu- 
tation of penance, or any part thereof, shall be disposed of to 
any use» without the consent and direction in writing of the 
bkhop, or other ordinary having exempt jurisdiction, if the 
came hath been prococuted in their courts, or of the archdeaeoo, 
if the cause hath been prosecuted in his court ; and all mon^ 
received fi>r commutation pursuant to the forsgoing directions, 
shall be disposed of to pious and charitable uses'^ ( not fees qf 
qjfiee ^ * by the respective ordinaries above-named, whereof at 
the least one-third part shall by them be disposed of in the pa- 
rish, where the offenders dwelL And that a register be kept in 
eveiy ecclesiastical court of such commutations, and of the par* 
ticular usss, to which such mon^ hath been applied ; and thai 
the account so rsgistered, be every year laid before the bishop, 
or other exempt ordinary having episcopal jurisdiction, in order 
to be andited by them ; and that any ecclesiastical judge or of-* 
0cer offending in any of the premises, be suspended for three 
months for the said offence.^ Perfectly identical all this with 
what is exhibited in the present work 1 
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stantiated in the most objectionable form and 
degree^ from whence came it 9 from whom did 
the church of England receive it ? At any rate, 
the solution of Fees of OJlce, which, we shall 
see, is the sheet anchor of the Roman apolo- 
gists, is, by this supposition of identity, per- 
fectly destroyed ; for in the foregoing instances 
it is plain mulct or commutation. But will any 
person who has any knowledge of the two things 

attempted to be identified, take upon himself 

to afllrm, or, what is better^ prove^ that the 

Church of England has, either in prints or in 
office copies^ regular catalogues of crimes, for 
absolution from which certain varying sums of 
money are to be paid, or that any thing in that 
church exists, or is allowed, identical, or even 
in the remotest degree similar, to the tables 
described, and the one exhibited^ in this work i 
But we have yet to encounter another man, 
armed with " Fees of Office,''* Dr. Milner, late 
Vicar apostolic of the Midland district in this 
country. In his iro7iicaLly entitled End of 
Caniroveretf, ed« 1824, Letter xti. Note 1, he 
writes of what he calls a " curious account,'* 
and affirms it to be borrowed £rom the Taxa 
Cancellaritse Romance, a book which has been 
frequently published, though with great variai^ 



it 
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tions, both as to the crimes and the prices, bj 
the Protestants of Germany and France/'—^ 
the reader knom preHp well whether by Pro^ 

teetants only — end as frequently condemned 
by the See of Rome'* — cmd the reader equally 
knows how far this is true, even if shelter be 
emght under the condemnations of the Pro- 
testant reprints. But we proceed. It is 
proper that Mr. Clayton/' (the gentleman at- 
tacked,) and his friends should know, that 
the Pope's Court of Chancery has no more to 
do, nor pretends to have any thing more to do, 
with the forgiveness of sins, than his Majesty's 
Court of Chancery does." A little more^ by 
the leave of this polemic errant^ who never 
stuck at any things if a Roman writer^ Ciam* 
PIN us, Ue S, R. E. Vice-cancellario, Romae, 
1697y be right, who affirms that officer to have 
jurisdiction over the officials of the Pceniten^ 
tiary, and states as one €S the Rules of office, 
qtiod possit comtnittere absolutionem illormn, qtu 
ignoranter, &e. pp. 52, 53. But the case 
before the Vicar A., and before us, was, and 
is^ not concerning, or concerning in a very 
slight degree, the Pope's Chancery, but the 
Fq^'s Pemitentiary / which latter the apolo* 
gist very dexterously, as he well knew how. 
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contrives to keep out of sights and throws out 

the other Court to amuse and bewilder the 
reader. Bat of the Book. In case there 
was the least real ground-work for this vile 
book^ which I cannot find there was/ — it 

possible to believe such ignorance sincere ? even 
the Protestant prefctces would satisfy any ra^ 

tional nuiii^^^ the money paid into the papal 
Chancery could be nothing else but the feee of 
office, on restoring certain culprits to the civil 
priDileges which they had forfeited by theit 
crimes.*' If Dr. Milner were reaUy ignorant, 
to write in this dogmatic way would be dis«> 
honest ; because he must be sensible of his in* 
competence to decide: and if he knew the 
truths his delinquency was still greater. But 
who^ that^ for a moment^ glances upon the ca- 
talogue set before him in this pubhcation, tm. 
persuade himself, that the articles express 
nothing but innocent fees of office? Why 
not then fairly published? Why, as is af- 
firmed, condemned ? Why was C. d'Espense, 
poor scrupulous ignoramus I so shocked and 
indignant ? 

It is in vain, then, to conceal the dilemma 
into which th^ champions of Rome are brought 
on the subject of this iniquity of their churcb» 
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At one time it is the vile book,^ which had 

no existence but in the invention of heretics^ 
and was nniformly disavowed^ abominated^ con- 
demned, by the innocents upon whom it was 
charged- But this plan of attack, and this 
position could not — there were shrewd fears — 
be maintained. Then, on a sudden the assail- 
ants get to the other side of the fortress, and 
endeavour to undermine and blow it up with 
*' /<?c« of offvce^^ Between the two, the be- 
siegers hardly know which method to chuse, or 
rather to adhere to, not considering, themselves, 
so attentively as perhaps otliers will do for 
them, that the two parties, as far as their ef- 
forts are effectual, annoy, and must eventually 





1 




nil 



as to be disowned, it cannot be so innocent as 
to contain only what morality allows** 

How far and how long this system of ini- 
quity, and these flagitious records lasted, and 
whether they are even yet totally extinct, may 
not be easy to ascertain. The whole affair is 
a convention, and where there is no demand 
there can be no market* But the preceding 

^ Mr. C. Butler has adapted the Fees qf Office system. To- 
wards the end of Marchand^s Article, it wiU be seen, that a 
flench writer verjr zealously advocates the abominable plea. 

I 
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detail and observatioiis upon it are calculated to 

attain, and were designed to attain, the follow- 
ing objects 

Firstly, to confirm and illustrate the evi- 
dence, by which the fietct, scarcely credible or 
conceivable, is substantiated, that a society 
professing itself to be, not only a church of 
Jesus Christ, the pure and tindefiled Saviour of 
the World, but the only true church, should 
principally distinguish herself—not by her sanc- 
tity, not by freedom from sin, not even by 
moderate offences, but— by her enormous exac- 
tions, by her profligate venality, by her insa- 
tiable rapacity,* and, above all, by that wis- 

« These cluiges are poveifiiUy coRolxirated hj a more geni- 
tal view of the morcileiB extortions and q^liations, as they may 
jiutljrbe caUed» exerdaed by the Boman See upon her sabjects 
—upon Germany^ as may be seen hi the Centum Gravamina* 
so often xefened t(^— upon Frmnioe^ as the instnunent immedi- 
ately ftilowmg the former in Orthumus Gratiusli FasciculuSy 
dee. vlth the title, deiomatia non solTendis, and more eq»eeia]]y 
the defence of the liberty of the Gallican ehurchy in the works 
of Franc. DnarenuB» Frsncforti 1692, near the end, tea^y 
and upon Engkmd and Waki, aa Is sti^cndously apparent from 
the bare inspection of the Tazatio EcdeaiaBtica» Auctoritate ?• 
Kicholfii IV. drea A*D. 1291, published by the Commissioneni 
from the Public Beeords» London, 1802. 

If any thing could aggravate the iniquity of Bome in this 
respect, it woiild be» the solemn hypocrisy with which the ruling 
order of her sons, pattiealarly in Ireland^ has of late disdahned 
all, even the most distant, eirar, or detim as to the posses- 
sion, Ibr tiiemaelves, or tMr diurdi, of the fevenues, emo- 
Imnents, or endowments of the established church cf the Bn* 
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dom from beneath^ which has enabled her^ with 
the most nnprincipled dexterity and success, so 
to accommodate and subdue religion to every 
variety and degree of human yitiosity, that the 
sins of men have been one of the most produc- 
tive sources of her tm&thomable revenue. 

Another object is, to shewj that the refor- 
mation <tf those churches^ who withdrew firom 

iUtk dominiftin. That such a view maj not be the moat ctfa- 
or the neanU in tha field whieh thej aarr^, than ia 
anffident xeaaon to admit. Some tiiiasa atand between them 
and thdr ultimate objeet. These an the tbinsi wbidi lie neev- 

ert| aiid meat aeoaibly afiiBcty Of mther engroaii tiie ^petite aad 
expectationB of the pnnaeia. It ii to the xemoval of theae that 
<Mr jMVMftf eiaia ia confined ; and thejmay be belioTed in lay- 
ingaow Bat that they do not widi to arrive at the l»KEiBOn»hov- 
ever dimlj aeen, and that th^ do not denietopOHefli^ theiiH 
aelvea» the tempoial dren and in pzeaent powwrion of 

a puri/Seel cathoBe chnidi, ia as palpably ftlae aa ma em oath 
awom by a zegolar perjuiar. These good people d(S in veiy 
deed, exhibit the apteat illuatfation of the wallrknown apologne 
of ikefoM andike ffrapesy that ma ever enacted bj human im> 
tatoia of the moat acute of inferior animala. Shouldamnch 
provoked Fkovidence, emplo jing ita usual instrument, the infii- 
toation or fcoliBh eraftiness of the guillj, deliver into the haada 
of the direst eaemy of pure Christianity the sinewB of all al^ 
tivo exertion, the property qf ikePfeieetmUekueehr'^taenf 
dotal band of BoBaalaeusta wonldyivithoat loss of a moment^ 
and with not the digfitest qualm rdalive to lbinflrpiolMQB% 
thMw their whole bo4y sad finwe oYer the whole sniftee of the 
land, and eat 19 all ita produce, tiU nelabladeof any things 
awrOithaii having, remained. The garden of Eden would be 
thus tuned into a wildemcfls to the eztenninated, ( id ett^ 
el eeelt ewputm^) but it would still reaudn to them a garden 
of delist— a garden of the soul, in which thor idola^, the\^ 
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the comiptions^ both in doctrine and discipline^ 
of the church of Kome^ and asserted their own 
independence, was neither unnecessary nor un- 
justifiable. 

Another is, to offer an additional induce- 
ment to those, who belongs and still adhere, to 
Rome, with a simple heart, unconscious of her 
abommations, many of them, individually, of 
an excellent spirit, and for whom our heart's 
desire and prayer is, that they may be saved— 
to reflect upon the character and acts of this 
Babylon, this deceiver of the nations of the 
earth ; and to withdraw &om her society, that 
they may not be overtaken by her plagues ; 
and thus effect for themselves the only real 
Emancipation from a real, and most degrading, 
as well as oppressive, slavery. 

The last object is, with unfeigned thankful* 
ness for our own emancipation, as Protestants, 

ambition, their love of earthly gratification, (of which they are 
by no means insensible,) and a free, as well aa lucrative specu- 
lation in the sins of men, (as in former times,) might riot with- 
out restraint — at least with none, from which the opportune 
casuistry of Peter Dens would not relieve them. Let the nation 
mark the insolent encroachments, which common prudence can- 
not curb, and can scarcely disguise. Let it observe the attitude 
of r^olution and threat, which seems to defy the intended vic- 
tim. And then let it consider, how far apathy, security, and a 
neglect of the moat vitro roun measures of defence and repulaeji 
are, in Proteblauts, becoming, prudeut, or Justi^abl^, 
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that we become more firnily established in oiir 
lUMrtjt and in a sted&st and vigwous re8ola«» 
tion^ in dependence^ personally^ upon divine 
grace and a &voahng Providence, to guard 
a§iinat; and remst to the utmost^ every attempt, 
of every kind, to reinstate a corrupt and tyran-* 
nical diurek in power, of vhich she knows but 
one use — a church, (and in that we compre- 
hend ibfi court with which she is inseparably 
united,) which, for her heresies, barbarities, blas- 
phemy, and pollution, shameless and avowed, 
almost deserves, in allusion to her own arrogant 
assmnption, and with the vanation which truth 
requires, to be regarded as a church — if a 
church at all, and not rather a congregation 

of malignants — Inira c^uam nemo salvus esse 

potest 



The blot upon tiie British Statute book, the 
Anti-christian bill of 1829, was made a law of 
the realm, April 13th of that year. But it was 
necessary ! Who made it so ? What proof 
was produced, or is producible, that it was so ? 
And if so, what then ? With the knowledge 

I 2 



Digitized by Google 



90 



of the necessity of a future murder, am I jus- 
tifiable in taking a part in it ? in failing to re- 
sist it ? in neglecting to testify against it ? in 
discouraging those who resist and testify against 
it? Let roe at least wash my hands from the- 
guilt. — And as to the effects — the bait of expe- 
diency — ^the felicitous fruits^ so confidently and 
openly, or so wilily, yet by implication so cer- 
tainly anticipated* — after six years waiting and 
looking for, where are they to be found ? Where 
are the prophecies of good, putting to complete 
rout and shame the prophecies of evil ? Where 
are the showers of blessings so liberally be- 
spoken, especially for Ireland ? Where is the 
self-evident and overwhelming assurance, that 
the infusion of popery into our legislature would 
be utterly insignificant, and that the popish 
legislators, (to the surprise of bigotry,) would 
instantly find their level ? Where are the su- 
perfluous securities, exacted simply to satisfy 
the ultra-scrupulous and timorous, the ultimate 
securities of honour and an oath ? What have 
almanacs, not very old, registered respecting 
these matters ? Alas ! alas ! alas ! The God 

* See Debates in the Lords, Ap* S; particularly my ImA 
Flunket's, whose left-handed wisdom and modesty hare lo pap 
UioticaUy feathered Yoa own neet. 
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of this once Christian^ because Protestant 
country^ or rather government^ as &r as it was 
truly such, lias delivered it over to just punish- 
ment for its partial apostasy ; and its idol^ as 
usual, has become its plague. Its secularity^ 
its adoption of expediency as its supreme guide, 
its mental libertinism, have precipitated it into 
the pit, which itself has dug. Some provi- 

dences, or rather judgements, as the case now 
is, bear upon their forehead a legible inscrip* 
tion indicative of their meaning. And when 
the very individuals, by whose ministry the 
curse which we are considering was hung on the 
neck of England, are re-exalted to the very 
pinnacle, on which they effected the mischief, 
for no other apparent purpose than to be hurled 
from it at the very instant of their elevation, at 
the very time of the year, almost to a day, when 
the offence was committed, by the very indivi* 
duals whom themselves had introduced to legis- 
lative power, by a majority almost to a man 
constituted of that class, and by means of the 
violation c£ that very oath, which was their 
sheet-anchor, in failure of all others, that no 
violence would be offered to the established 
church, and, finally, by a coalition as base and 
ungrateful as was ever exhibited in a civilized 
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ooontrf^irlio iriU aay, tliAl«liiii»Miakif oC 

history^ to be aeen^ read^ and understood of' all 
nm?— B«l the Oaih of tbe kmonrable him- 

bers of the Roman communion ! Doubtkftt it 
was most lagaciousl j suggested^ and laoit pni* 

dently relied on, as tlie security of all others, 
and in addition to all othem , which renderid 
every fear of ingratitude, or hostility, ludi- 
eronsly visianary ! Men of honour, men of a 
religion, having once had Christianity in it— 
tten, so bound, to £ul, and to laugh in the Sme 
of those who trusted them ! O ! it was the 
arcfa^mock of Popery £ar these men gra^y to 
put forward the anticipatum of their perjury as 
AjtistificcUion of it* 

* Of the two distinguished individualB lUladed to above, and 
ivhosc oxpulsiou from their eminence was not more a disgrace 
than a calamity to the nation, the first is reported to have 
acknowledged, that the grcai meaaui-c ^vas a mistake ; and the 
other, while insisting upon its necessity at tlie time, li-dn declared 
that, had what ho saw since been foreseen, impediments would 
have arisen to its accomplibliment. Others have regretted their 
co-operation as the most unfoitunate of their public acts ; and 
few but those, whose obstinacy or cupidity are of a thorough- 
going quality, venture to own their mis-shapen and diseased 
progeny. We are now, in consequence, and in justice, suffering 
under the infliction of rulers ^\ honi tee — that is, those who have 
not resisted and protested — have chosen. Those are set to rule 
over us, who will Iiavc government without relipUm, but who, 
like all the infatuated, are the willhig sL^vea and puppets of a 
reiiffion^ which» being a cotniptioA the best, ia tbe woxst; 
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The following copy of the Taxb Sacbb 

Pkmtkxtiarie Afostolice is a Quarto of four 
folia^ or eight pages, in Gothic letter, and 
printed apparently by Marcellns Franck, or 
some other Roman and authorised printer^ by 
authority of Lbo X. My reasons for dus opin- 
ion are, the appearance of the type ; the fact, 
that no originals of this production appear to 
have been issued after the pontificate of Leo ; 
and the company in which my document is 
found. It is in a volume of collected pieces 
which I purchased about the year 1825, of 
Messrs. Longman and Co. The volume, by a 
printed paper on the first title page, appears to 

have belonged to the Library of the Catliedi'al 
of Toumay. The first piece is Liber cure pas- 
toralis divi Gregorii, &c* 1498; the second^ 
Ordin. Syn. Senoneas, 1524. Then follow 
more official papal tracts— Modus servandus, 
&c,; Termini Causarum, &c. ; then the Tax£;; 

ChnrtianH^ is no longer under their protection^FhiteitantiiBm 
is at the mercy of Popety. 

The number of tlie euopHOi, adverted to above, may be 
swelled, but their individual guilt is not diluted by the union in 
vote of those, wlio, by extreme couxte»y, must {>a88 iQx pro* 
testantfi— jes, /or pratetianis I 
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immediately after, Casus Papales, &c« ; Stilus 
R. C. Marcellus Franck ; a collection of Bulls 
on church matters, Besicken, 1506 ; Kegule, 
Ordd. &c. Leonis d. p. Pape X. &c. 1513 ; va- 
rious Orations, and other pieces, of about the 
flame date ; and, to close this list of curiosities. 
Bulla in Cena domini^ in the second year of the 
same Leo* 

Taxe saere penitentiarie aposiolice inci- Fo. i 
piimt 

Quinquennium pro una persona sive pro 
pluribus. £t possmit hie poni vir et 
uxor et eorum liberi. Si tamen alter 
eorum haberet liberos ex aho matrimo* 
nio: videlicet ex alio patre vel ez alia 
matre : non possimt simul poni cimi pa* 
rentibus bolendin • •«••••• xx. 

Perpettmm pro una persona • • grossi xvii. 

Et pro viro et uxore quia pro aliis noii datur 
pluribus in simul g. xviii. 

De absolutionibus et primo pro promotis* 

Absolutio pro clerico presente vel abscnte 
ultramentano qui suscepit ordines in 
partibuscitFBmontanis.. •••••• g. zviL 

Absolutio pro illo qui absque licentia sui 
ordinarii seu diocesani Aiit promotus 

g. xvii. 
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Absolutio pro eo qui minores et subdiaco^ 
natus ordiues una et eadem die susce- 
pit • «•• • g. viii; 

Abso. illius qm uon couiii'matus suscepit 
ordines g. viii. 

Abso. illus qui se fecit ad fictum titulum 
promo veri g. vii. 

Absolutio pro illo qui non confirmatus bis 
se fecit clericali caractere insigniri 

g. via. 

Absolutio pro eo qui ab episcopo justum 
titulum nou habente suscepit ordines 

g.vii. 

Abso. illius qui minor xxv. annis existens 
se iecit ad omues sacxos ordines piomo- 
veri : et non est in etate legitima g. vii. 

Absolutio pro eo qui nondum venit ad eta- 
tem legitimam et petit secum dispensari: 
et quod possit ministrare. ..... g. xviii. 

Dispensatio pro eo qui dum xx sue etatis 
annum attigerit petit quod ad omnes 
sacTos ordines promoveri possit 

g. xxxiii. 

Absolutio pro presbitero qui ministravit in 
ordine sacro non suscepto g. viii. 

Absolutio pro presbitero, quia minorennis 
paxrochialem eedesiam obtinuit et se 

promoveri fecit g. viii. 
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Absolutio pro eo qui «ine sui ordinarii ii- b 
centia fiiit promotus et super hoc non 
est lata sententia • • • • • g. vi« 

Item si est lata sed ignorabat •••••• g. vi. 

Absolutio pro eo qui cadaver XTsurarii pub- 
lic! tradidit sepulture ecciesiastice 

g. viii. 

Absolutio et dis23ensatio pro presbitero qui 
scienter celebravit excommuuicatis pre* 
senttbus • • • • • . vii. vel viii. 

Absolutio et dispensatio pro presbitero qui 
excommuuicatos ad divina admisit 

g. vii. 

Absolutio pro eo qui sine licentia sedis 
apostolice sanctum sepulcrum et alia 
loca ultramarina visitavit. • . • • , g. viii. 

Absolutio pro mouacho portaate sotulares 
rostratos et tunicas nodatas • • • • g. vii. 

Absolutio pro presbitero (|ui conjunctos in 
gradu prohibito matrimonialiter copu- 
lavit et coram eis celebravit. • • • g. vii. 

Absolutio pro illo qui usuras occulte exer- 
cuit •••••••• •••• g. vii. 

Abso. pro illo qui literas testimoniales fal« 
sas scripsit •••••••••••••••••• g. vii. 

Abso. illorum qui fuenmt testes in talibus 
literis falsis. • g. vii. 

Absolutio pro eo qui in ecclesia cognovit 
mulierem et alia mala ecmmiiait g. vi« 
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Absolutio pro presbitevo qui nomiollas per^ 

sonas absque eorum curati licentia ma-i 
trimouialiter copuiavit g. vii 

Absolutio pro presbitero qui nonnullas per- 
sonas clandestine matrimonizavit et 
clandestinis matrimoniis interfuit g. vii 

Abso. pro presbitero qui suos nnboiles 
benedixit««««»*«««««««»«»»»«, g, vii. 

Abso. pro coneubiuario et dispensatio su- 
per irregularitate : et hoc contra provin- 
ciales et synodales constitutiones &c« 

g. vii. 

Absolutio pro laico super eodem. • • • g. vii, 

Abso. pro laico qui res sacras do loeo sacro 
cepit g. vii. 

Absolutio pro eo qui matrem: sororem: 
aut aliam conaanguineam .vel. aflhwm 
suam : aut commatrem camaliter cogno- 
vit • • g« V, 

Absolutio pro 60 qui viiginem defloravit 

g. vi. 

Absolutio pro vitio symonie pro laico g. vi. 

Idem pro presbitero . g. vii. Fo. ii. 

Idem pro mouacho ••••••••«•••«• g. viii. 

Absolutio pro perjuro. ••••••..«••• g. vi. 

Abso. pro illo qui in causa criminali false 
deposuit. g. vi 

Absolutio pro canouico quiprelatum indig- 
uumel^t g. vii* 

X 
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Abio. pio pmbitao qui bona ecdesie qae 

habuit non restituit : licet facta sit con- 
tra tales quedam monitio geueralis 

g. vu. 

Abso. pro illo qui revelavit confessionem 
altmus • ••••• g. vii« 

Et ultra hoc injungantur ei maxime pene 

Abaolutio pro presbitero sive clerico qui 
quaadam litenw officii penitentiarie seu 
aliqua instrumenta falmficavit sine ta- 
men alicujus prejudicio et eas restituit 
laceratas g* vii. vel. viii. 

Absolutio pro eo qui falsificavit litcras apos- 
tolicas g. xvii. veL xviii. 

Absolutio pro illo qui falsificavit privilegia 
et amiserit ea sive sit preseiis vei abseas: 
ad minus* •••••• • g. xvi. 

Abso. pro presbitero qtii scienter celebra- 
vit in loco inteidicto « •••• g* ix4 

Absolutio pro viro et muiiere qui durante 
tempore bterdicti nonnulla corpora de* 
functorum ad sepeliendum asportarunt 
et sepeliemnt g. iz. 

Absolutio pro presbitero qui corpora de- 
fimctorum ezcommunicatorum in terra 
sancta sepelivit • g. viii. 

Absolutio et dispensatio pro presbitero pre-« 
sente vel absente qui scienter coram ex- 

coouuunicato celebravit g. vi. 
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De VGtu et commutatione eortm. 

Commutatio seu prorogatio voti sancti se- 
pulchri dominici et aliorum locorum 

sanctorum iiltramcLrinorum et aposto- 
lorum Petri et Pauli et saacti Jacobi in 
compostella ••••«•• •••• g. xvii. 

Et debet exprimi si quis vovit absque ali- 
cuius tenmni prefizione vel cum tenmni 
prefizione: quia si tenninus est tunc 
elapsus debet abdolvi a transgr^ssione 
voti: etadditur •••g.i* 

Si vero aliquis allegat perpetuum impedi- 
meutum. Idem si temporale, Sed po- 
natur quod cessantibua impedimeutis 
habeat votum suum adimplere. 

Item pro eoqm vovit seintraxe in heranita: b 

■ > 

rio: et dispensatur secum quod per an- < 

nimi serviat in aliquo famoso bospitali : 
etiam dicat per totum annum orationem 

dominicam omni die xx. vicibus g. vi. 

De matritnonialibfis in gradu ctmsanguinittUU 

vel affinitatu prohibito. 

Dispensatio super quarto gradu consangui- 
nitatis de contrahendo vel contracto ig- 
noranter ••••••••••••••• g. xvii. 

Siqper tertio et quarto g. xxvii. 

Super quacto et quinto g. zzvii. 
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Et debet concordare cum camera aposto- 
lica«»««».*»«« 

Si vero contraxerint scienter et conaimiB- 
verint ••••• g. xxi. 

Eteodemmodo deaffinitate g. six. 

Idem super defectu publice Iionestatis et 
justitie • ••••••••• g. xvii* 

Sk^er defeeiu fiaialium. 

Diqiensatio super defectu natalium ad 
omnes ordines et unum benefieium etiam 
curatum : si de soluto et soluta defec- 
tum patiatur •••••••• g. xii* 

Item si qms defectu non obstante predicto : 
et eo tacito se fecerit ad omnes ordines 
▼el ad aliquem ipsorum promoyeii: ad* 
ditur g. i* 

Dispensatio de uberiori: videlicet quod 
possit benefidum cum obtento Vel obti-* 
nendo vigore prime dispensationis pos- 
sidere et Ula si placeat pexmutare 

g.xix. 

I^centia comedendi cames: butyrum : ova: 
et alia lactidniatam in quadragesima 

quom in aliis diebus jejunalibus g. vii. 

Super homiddio dericalu 

Absolutio pro laico presente qui abbatem 
aut aliiin prabitenim ntfmem qpis-> 
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eopo monachum vel dericum interfe- 

cit , g. vii. viii. vel. ix. 

Pro absente noa datur : quia ornnes tales 
debent vintaie sedem apoBtolicom : nisi 
c^uis dicat se perpetuum habere impedi- 
mentum: et tunc eadem est taza. Aut 
allegat temporale impedimentum ; ut 
guerras laimicitias capitales: pauperta- 
tem: aut infinnitatCTi : ettuncpo* 
natur chiusula quod cessantibus impe- Fo. iii. 
dimentis sedem vlsitet iqpostolieam et 
eadem est taxa. Item si sit mulier vel 
monachus tenetur visitare sedem aposto- 
licam sub eadem taza. 

Item eiusdem taxe sunt littere super muti- 

lationemembrorum cigus sunt super bo- 
middio. 

Super Aamieidio laicali. 

Absolutio super homicidio laicali pro laico. 
et potest committi suo rector! • • • • g. v. 

Si tamen sit clericus committitur ordinario 
suo et non alteri quia interdicitur sibi 
executio suorum ordinum si quos habet 
et ad superiores asoensus. Sed si solum 
est promo tus ad minores or dines ; dis- 
pensetur secum quod possit in suis sus- 
eeptis oidinibus ministrare : sed inter- 

x2 
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dicitiur fiibi aacenfiUA ad supeiiores 

g.vii- 

Si vero promotus sit ad omnes sacros ordi- 
nes dispeoaetur secum quod posait in 
minofibiw ordinibus ministrare : ezecu* 
tione suorum sacrorum ordinum sibi im 
peipetuuminterdicta*. •••••••• g. viii. 

Et in istis ordinibna idem est pro presente 
vel absente. 

Abaoltttio et dispensfttio super homicidio 
laicali pro presbitero decano ant derico. 
qnando signatur supplicatio per Fiat de 
speciali vel de i^ciaii ad cautelam. vel 
per Fiat sivc sit presens vel abseiis si sig- 
netur sine conditione xviiL veL zx. 

Abac, pro eo qui mterfecit patrem: matrem : 
fratrem : sororem : uxorem : ant alium 
consangtubeum adlioet laicum. quia ai 
eaaet aliquia eomm dericua: teneretnr 
interfector visitare sedem apostolicam. 
Item abaoLutionea oommittuntur Epo 
suo vel officiali vel aUcui abbati aut 
alteri prelato aive £po in diocesi. Nee 
poaaunt committi curato: et quelibet 
eariun venit ad. ,g. v. vel. vii. 

Nota quod ai interfector ait clericus: ana- 
penditnr ab ezecutione auorum ordinum 
si quos habet : et ad superiorea ascensua 

aibi inq{«rpetumo intodicitnr ••g;m 
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Abioltttio prd tIio «t more qui umntrmil 

juxta se puerum oppre&siuu pro quoli- 
bet ip8oruiu«««««» ••••«• g* vi 

Absolutbpio mito qui uxorem roam per- 

cwmt : de qua peperit abortivum et ante 
tempus ••«« g. vi. 

Et idem pro quolibet alio laico • . • • g. vi. 
Absolutio pro muliere que bibitaliquem 
potum vel alium actum fecit per quern 

destruxit fetum in utero vivificatum 

Nota quod si premisea committeuB eitcle- 

ricus aut presbiter vel fetiim dciitrux- 
erit in utero matemo vivificatum ; fiet 
aicut super homiddio laicali et eadem 
est pena: de qua quidem pena supra 
mentio est habita. 

Dispensatio cum insertione absolutionis pro 
presbitero seculari presente vel absente 
super homicidio laicali per Fiat de spe- 
ciaU ad cautelam. • , • g. xvi. xvii. xviii. 

et quandoque xix. 

Nota quod quando dispensatur simpliciter 
ad omnes ordines : dispensatur ad que- 
cunque bene&oia>sine cuxa 

g. vi. yelrvii. 

Nota quod quando quis promotus est ad 
omnes sacrosxxrdines vet ad unum ipso*- 

rum et dispensatur cum eo super homi- 
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cidio laicali : quia «uper dericali non 
dispensatur pro absente : potest minis- 
trare in minoribus dumtaicat. Sed si 
nonestpiomotus: non dispensatur se- 

cum ad aliquos ordines : nec ad aliqua 
beneiicia ; etiam si sit ciericus. 

De inJecHane manuum. 

Absolutio de iiyectione manunm in px^- 
sitiun decaninn presbiterum diaconum 

aut clericum sive quemcunque religio- 
smn: etiamlaicnmpro laico presbitero 

vel clerico presente etiam cum sanguinis 

efiusione • • • g. ix. 

Si tamen monachus sive presbiter : vel in 
aliquibus ordinibus constitutus celebra- 
vit • g. viii 

Absolutio pro absente de injectione manu- 
um citra sanguinis efiusionem aut alium 
excessum similem sea ^omem g. viL 

Si tamen petatnr dispensatio super irr^- 
laritate •«••g. viii« 

Si vero injectio manuum sit usque ad san* 
guinis efFusionem : aut si capillorum 
extractio : vel alia gravis injectio sive 
percu8sio*.*«.* g. vii 

Nota tamen quod si manus injiciens sit 
mulier: aut monacchus : vel alius alle- 
gans perpetuuQi impedimentum«ftg, Tii« 
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Et ponatur quod cessaotibus impedimentia 

sedem apostolicam visitet 

cum e^tii. Idem evm allegat pau- FoL 

pertatem. Et ponatur cj^uod visitet ean- 

dem cum ad pmgidorein fortimam de- 

yenerit 

Nota quod si plures fuerint in una injec- 
tione: percussione: homiddio siTe 
mutilatione: si litera est de speciali: 
addantui pro quoiibet •••••••••• g. ii« 

Sedinfonna • «g. i 

Si Tero de speciali gratia g. xUiii. 

Si sine numero et litera sit in forma 

g. xzii. 

Item eodem modo si in aliis literis in qui- 
bus plures possunt esse in eodem delic- 
to ut prius Hotatum est 

Absolutio pro eo ^ui percussit patrem aut 
matran: compatrem aut commatrem. 

De cor pore viciatis. 

Dispensatio pro aliquo super defectu alicit* 
jus membri pro presente ••«••• g. xiii. 

Item pro absente* ••••••• g. xvi. 

Nota quod qualitercumque dispensatur 
sive ad omnes sive ad aliquos ordines : 
eadem taxa yel quasi. 

Dispensatio pro presbitero presente vel ab- 
sente qui abscidit suos testiculotf 

g. xvi 
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Spoliis. 

Absolutio et dispensatio Buper spoliis : in- 
cendiis : rapinis : et laicalibus homici- 
diis •••«••••• g. viii. 

£t potest oommitti alteri prelato quam or- 
dinario. 

Sed si premissa sint commissa in loco sacro 
vel cum locorum sacronim effiractione : 
absolutio committitur ordinario. Et si 
talis flit clericxis : interdicitur sibi exe- 
cutio Buormn ordmum et ad superiores 



ascensus • • • ••••••• g. viii. 

De raptohbus et inoendiariia 

Beabilitatio pro inabili ••••••••• g. xxxv» 

Scriptor habet g. viii. 

De legitimatione eorum qui non habent pa- 

trem nec xnatrem. • • • • • • • .g. idi. 



Fxo litera illius qui habuit imam iixorem 
et ipsa ab eo reoessit et ipse earn expec- 

tavit per aliquod temp us : et postea di- 
ligentiaixi iecit scire 

de morte vel Vita ejus : et fuit apportata b 

fama de morte ejus postea contraxit vel 
vult contrabere cum alia uxore: petit 
quod possit remanere cum secundaet 
quod proles, kc, si litera est judiciaria 
&c. videat auditor, kc, g. x. Scriptor 
habet g. vii. 
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Qui exeommimicatas est vel presMterum 
interfecit aut vulneravit seu alio crimine 
innodatus moritur: conceditur ad in- 
stant i am parentum vel amicorum suo- 
rum quod possit inter alios ^deles sepe- 
liri.... •••• ..g. vL 

Pro presbitero qui sepelivet aliquos tern- 
pore .interdicti ignoranter g. vi. £t 
scienter g. xvi. 

Quando aliqui duo manus violentas injece- 
rint in vicinos vel imposuerint in ali- 
quos venit in taxa ad g. xxi. 

£t in sigillo ad g. xxii. cum dimidio. 

Pro aliqua religiosa que petit lieentiam 
eundi ad balnea causa iniirmitatis : vel 
propter aliamjustamcausam: supplica- 
tio fit in forma. Similiter alibi si petat 
]icentiampro qualibet persona adduntur 

g-ii. 

Pro falsificatione literarum apo. signatur de 
speciali mandato ••••g» zxvii. 



De seiUentiu generalibus. 

Abeolutio de sententiit generalibiu : in 
forma assertiva per modum si in veneris : 
aut licet non credas : pro religioso pre- 
sente vel absente abLate vel alio religi- 
oso*«»»«««««.t«»*«»** ••g«ix« 
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Pro pietbitero seeulari g. z. Two derico 
vellaico. •••••• •••••••••••••• g. zi« 

Abflo. pro eo qui est excommiuiicatiui et 

gravatus paupertate : ita quod non po- 
test suiB creditoribiu satisfiEUsere g. vii 
Abso. pro presbitero qui ligattu quadam 
sententia special! divina celebrat officia. 
Nec est ciua si sit absolutiis Yel non 

g. m. 

Absolutio pro monacho qui sine licentia 
monasterium sunm ezivit 

grossi vii. viii. vel. ix. 

Nota quod quando aliqua litera petitur re- 
datari solvitur tertia pars tazationis iUi 
qui datat. Nota quod quando litera est 
dedaratoria et auditor super ixregulari* 
tate kc. ipse signat. Hat de speciali 
quo ad ratum. &c. Si est ita. Quan- 
docunque ponilpr ista conjunctio et tunc 
taxa duplicatur. ' Finis. 

The Pasrisian edition of 1520 agrees so 
closely with the copy aboye given, that, except 
the trifling variations of ab&olutio vanoasly 
printed at length or contoactedly, (which ecm* 
stitutes the greatest number of the variations ;) 
differences in punctuation ; the insertion, omis- 
sion, or substitution of a small indifferent 



Digitized by 



109 

word; and the varying use of capitals — ^no 
greater, or more important variations besides 
exists than the following : — at the end of the 
title ineipiunt is omitted ; immediately after is 
inserted as the head^ Quinqmnniales et per- 
petue dispensationes ; under the third head, 
jungatiir for ponatur ; under the fourth in the 
head itself^ AbsoltUio is prefixed; as likewise 
under the sixth ; and there are two instances of 
two words transposed^ without any difference in 
the sense. 

This description, which is perfectly accu- 
rate, was thought preferable to a minute exhi- 
bition of the variae lectiones. I may add, that 
the present copy of the Taxe, as being care* 
fully collated afresh^ is^ in some trifling respects, 
more conformable with the original than that 
which appears in my Life of Pius V. particu- 
larly as regards the punctuation, and, I think, 
the peculiar orthography of Presbiter with an i, 
and that alone. Where the contractions are 
retained, the original is strictly followed. The 
different headings, or titles, though in the Go- 
thic letter, like all the rest, in the original, 
have been put in the Italic, for the greater dis^* 
tinctness, in th^ present reprint 
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POSTSCRIPT. 



To the Document which fonus the concluding, 
and most important, portion of the present work, t 
should have felt disposed to add another, of about 
equal extent and kindred character, the (Meus Be- 
sermti, distinguished into Papaies, Epkeopahs^ 
and jibhatiales, had I not inserted them from two 
anttent copies without dftte la mj Memoin of the 
Council of Trent, pp. 327-^332. Ui. riiillpotis, 
now Bishop of Exeter, in his Letters to Charles 
Butler, Esq. pp. 439, and following, has justly ex- 
posed the shulfling Jesuitism of Dr. Doyle, whea 
examined before the Parliamentary CoQimissioners 
in 1825,* by which he endeavoured to impress, 
either the non-existence, or his own ignorance, of 
Reserved Cases in his church, and of the occasional 
practice of granting faculties of absolution to those, 
to whom they did not belong by the laws of that 
church. Such an admission would have led to fbr* 
ther inconvenient inquiries. The exist^ce, liow-= 

* March la, p. 196. 
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ever, of reserved cases fbr absolution, not simply in 

the papal territory, but generally m ail nations pro- 
fessing llie papal religion, is too notorious to admit 
a moment^ s doubt. They form an ordinary portion 
of synodical provisions in Hoinan catholic countries ; 
and the specification of the crimes expressed is 
usually, but varyingly, cliaracterizL J by that vile 
and vitiating particularity, if not absolute invention, 
which jSxes upon pope ry the stigma, not only of in- 
difference, but even complacence, in respect of sen- 
sual sin, and mark it out for disgust and rejection. 
In the Synodal Constitutions of the Bishop of Fras- 
cati, our Cardinal Duke of York, at a Synod there 
held by him in 1763, and published at Batae with 
all authority in 1764, there is a passage under the 
head of Beserved Cases, which has been brought 
into notice by De Potter, in his of Bicci^ which 
i'or ingenious turpitude of invention, almost exceeds 
belief. And yet this woA is hardly more outrageous 
than another little one, which I possess on the very 
same subject, and of no earlier date than 1805. It 
is— Tractatus de Oasibus Reservatis in Nova Dicecesi 
Oandavensi, Jussu ac Auctoritate lUust et Bever. 
Dom. Episc. In lucem editus mdcccv. The latter 
half of the work, from p. 31 to 74, is occupied widi 
the description of every imaginable crime, without 
the unallest reserve in the expression; so tiiat the 
decorum which advancing civilization has silently, 
but irresistibly^ wrought in all otb^ communities, 
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has recoiled £rom the unimpressible substance of 

popery, and left it in the grossness, as well as reality, 
of its own unchanged and unchangeable vitiosity. 
It is remarkable, and frightfully characteristic, that 
this little volume of 94 pages terminates with the 
recital of the constitution of Benedict XIV* De 
Denunciandis ConfessariiSy Pienitentes ad inhO' 
nesta Sf turpia solliciUintibus, kc. This is the last 
papal Constitution on the subject : but it is not the 
last recognition of it, nor the last unavailing eflfort 
to stem the profligacy, which is the joint result of 
compulsory celibacy in the Confessor, and compul* 
sory obligation to confess in all — or, on this sub- 
ject, the eompuUory system in the church of 
Borne. The tractate, in order to appear with all 
due authority, ends with the words Authenticitatem 
testar^ and the autograph, Broussen, Secret.* 

It may not be amiss to add, by way of rather 
oddly circumstanced contrast, that i have a little 
piece entitled Begulae Ordinationes et Constitutiones 
Cancellariae Apostoliccc Sanctissimi D. N. D. Leonis 
Divina Frovidentia Papae XII. Bomse MDCccxxiii^ 
Typis Beverendae Cameree Apostolicse. The reader 
will fitnd nothing here to oticnci him in point of 
crime, or the description of it; except, indeed, the 
voracious cupidity, which all the Begulations 
breathe, may impress him with the feeling, that the 

* The reader may sec a pjeat deal, instructive in one Knie^ 
lespecting iieserved Ca^es in X>enfi's Tiieology, vi, 261^—325^ 
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Bucoeflioni of St Pet» are not even now indifferaKt 

to temporal wealth, and that, should the opportu- 
nity occur to the Bomish priesthood in this country, 
of instating themselves in its tithes and emolum^ts, 
they would not fail to improve it. Eut these are 
future matters, and not yet quite settled. I only 
add, as a somewhat interesting peculiarity of the 
little volume hefore me, that it is a presentation 
copy, haying the autograph — Fcr Charles Butler^ 
Esq. B. Oradn>eU^ Bome^ 12 JAw. 1824/' Dr. 
Gradwell was at the time Hector of the English col- 
lege in Borne. He soon after came into England, 
and \vas coadjutor to the V. A. of the London dis- 
trict, in which station he died in 1833, at the age 
of 57. He is spoken of with esteem ; and in all 
that his peculiar faith could not, or did not, vitiate, 
he prohahly deserved the commendation bestowed 
upon him. 

I cannoty of course, be ignorant, that the doc- 
trines and practices which fmn the subject of tbc^ 
present volume, as well as all other peculiarities 
and enormities of the Church of Bome, co9tinne to 
be disguised, and softened, and vindicated, by her 
sons. It must be so, unless they are content to en- 
counter the palpable obligation to recant, together 
with all besides which such a course must cost. And 
it cannot be denied, that the defences put forth in mo- 
dem times, with a dexterous adaptation to modem 
taste and propensity, have some portion of f lausibi- 
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litjr. The materials, indeed, are old — as old as the 

necessity for the use of them : but they are worked 
and burnished with skill in the most approved ma- 
nuiactories. Still, however, they are old. 'i'lny 
are nothing more than the Brereleys, the Perpetuity- 
writers, the Gothers, in new regimentals, or the 
Amicable Bishops of Strasbourg, in modern trim, 
and fit for immediate service, who, each in their 
day, have been put to complete and irrecoverable 
rout, by our Mortons, aud Claudes, and Wakes, 
and Stillingfleets, and Bumets, and Fabers, &c. &c. 
And vet, of the discomiiturcs which the champions 
of Borne have regularly received from their oppo- 
nents, whenever they have ventured to appear in the 
field, most of the present defenders of Popery, are, or 
affect to be^ as completely tynoran^,— certainly, are 
as profoundly silent^ as if the heroes who conquered 
their foreiatiiers, and the defeats which their fore- 
fathers suffered, had never existed. This, undoubt- 
edly, will do exceedingly well for their own people, 
and for weak or disa&cted protestants. 

I recollect having heard, some years ago, the 
following anecdote from a gentleman, \\ Iio, with a 
friendy was present at the exhibition of what was 
produced as a Jackal. The friend had visited the 
country in which that animal is native, and saw that 
it was not the pretended species, but a decidedly dif- 
ferent, although similar one. He communicated 
this intelligence, in a quiet way, to the exhibitor, 
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who was enlarging upon the history and qualities of 
Us suljecty and particularly the name it had ac- 
quired of beii^g " the Lion's provider," The man 
listened to his unwelcome informant with as much 

good humour as he could muster for a few minutes, 
and defended the genuiaeness of the animal with 
some energy and ability : but he found he had the 
worst of the argument, and feeling that it would not 

be for his advantage to prolong the discussion^ he 
broke it off abruptly, in an under-tone,— " Well, 
gentlemen, let it be a Jackal, if you please; ' and 
immediately resuming his direct attitude towards his 
audience, with no diminution of confidence or asser- 
tion, off he set, expatiating afresh, as if nothing 
had happened^ on the extraordinary qualities and 
habits of the animal which he had the honour to 
eschibit, an undoubted specimen of the celebrated 
Jackal, the Limits pramder, ko, &c. 

The name of Aymon is rather conspicuous in the 
present work. I had thought of referring particu- 
larly to his Tableau de la Cour de Rome, published 
anonymously, (mine is the second edition^ A la 
Haye, 1726,) for an account of the office of the 
Grand Fenitentiary, to be found pp. 169, and fol- 
lowing. My reason for menlioning him, or his 
work, here is, that the work has been represented as 
a satire. If by this term is meant to be understood^ 
that it is in any degree a fieium^ the insinuation is 
false. It may not be generally k^wu, that the vo- 
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liime takes for its groundwork the Eelation de la 
Cour de Rome hj Jerome Lifmjbdoro^ written in 161 1, 

and to be found translated by Labat in his Voyages 
en ilspagne, &c. at the end of the last volume, 
Amst 1731 ; and that all which can be called satire 

in the performance, or rather transcript, of Aymon 

isy such reflexions, accompanied with such a kind 
and degree of severity, as would force themselves 

upon the mind, not only of a protestant, but of any 
one who exercised common honesty of thinking. 
The work is not only highly curious, but, I believe, 
perfectly authentic. The author likewise had means 
of information of his own* It has been justly ob- 
served, by way of obviating the objection from the 
early date of the original, in^ Xabat's Preface to his 
translation, that there is no court so hosiUe to 
change^ or so jealous, in every thing which regards 
the Faith, and money,* and ceremonies, as that of 
'Bmile* 

/ ' • 

* QnVm jie doH januus toucher am ehoies qui regar« 

deat la Foy, ni la monnoje-Hihe anodation is nmaikaUe. 
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CORBECTIONS. 

Page 2, line 4 from bottom, far these f^^mf the fore^mentioiied* 
6, line 3» beifwre power, tn^erl extiaordinarjr. 



ADDITION. 

IT 18 10 illustrative of the subject of the preceding pages 
that I cannot refrain from adding Bome aoconnt of a document, 
vhichf although in my po— oasion wmie time, I had not exa- 
mined till after this Tolume had gone through the pxess. It 
Ibnns an artide In the celebrated collection of 0r« Kloai» dis- 
persed in 1836, No. 1476. It waa bought ^aJ Mr.Th«ipe^ ftom 
v'iiom I procured it. It consists of six folia in folio; and tho 
title is : Summaria declaratio bulle iiuLulyentiarum ecclesie 
JCanlOtt ejusdem et tuiiime Jidei coneessarum. There m jieither 
place nor year: but Dr. Kloss has in MS. designated it, Monas- 
ierU, (MuMter,) Joh. de LMwrg, 1486. The Bull is by Sixtus, 
who must be IV., as Kicolaa V. is mentioned in the bo^y of it: 
it must accordingly date between 1471 and 1484— earli^ thm> 
fore than the date of Dr. Kloss, which must be an overmght^ 
There is reference in the document to a Jubilee ; and such had 
taken place, by a new appoiiifnient, in 1475: but the present 
was an occasional one. The bull is not given at length, but in 
-extracts of the meet «««H^t-^ftl portions, interspersed with obser- 
vationa by the radSoofeur, (If it be allowable to use that tenn,) 
who IS evidoitly a person of authority, and may have been the 
Prefect of the taxed BreTes, or some officer of the apcatolle 
chancery. The object of the bull was, to provide for the r6> 
quired repairs of tlio dilapidated cathedral of Saintes in Sain- 
tonge, for which abundance of indulgences, with the necessaxy 

• The dale, in iwt. annt be Uiom 1489, aa Xmials of Fmnoe» wl^ 
must be theXIth* and who Is IflBswisineBttowi, fodAed hiiretga la 
^halytar. 
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Ibcultjes for ab0(^utioa, at suitable prices, was provided. The 
particolar grace distiognishing the present indulgence was, the 
applkalum of the foffimgw of tho chtirdi to the totUs of tbo 
ftiUifiil who have oxtondod hdpiiig handi in tbo pious mrk, 
wbothor liviiigy or in puigatoiyi that nowand finr peipeliiity thej 
mig^t enjoy tho laffirages of tho unironal ohurcih^ be defended 
from all evil in this world, and saved in the next. But the f*- 
vour was enhanced to the church of Saintes, in that these l^e- 
fits, which were entitled to two taxes, were reduced to one ; and 
that^ at tho liak of exposing such high benefits to contempti as 
boiRg 80 ebo^iiy obtained, and proYoking ouch inovoient 
4»oechoi, aa— ^ What will yon giTO mo^ and I will deliver it to 
joa?** Tbo firitaatwer to fudi profane lailleiy ill that the tre^ 
■ores of the cbarch ought not so to bo nndonraluod ; and then, 
that common confessionals, which promise no such plenary re- 
mission, nor such a share in the sutiragcs of the universal 
church, exact the tax of three florins^ or thereabouts ( taxatmn 
ad ire9jioreno^ vel/ere^ ^c) No wonder then, that the present 
nmo Uut shmUd emeeed the former: bat tho wonder should Imv 
that it was Jo mmUs ( mon miira/ndvm wmU guod tedm exeedai 
aHatia af ist §U iUt pamttu ) The fiuthfiil ought to prefer the 
soul to the body, fbr whicb thej grudge no ezpence.— But, (it was 
alleged,) the poor cannot obtain these indulgences, and there- 
fore their condition is inferior to that of the rich. Yes: and 
they must hear it : it were likewise better that tfsey should want 
the indulgences, than be tempted by their low price to degrade 
t l if ffp to the rank of mere worldly commodities. The commis- 
seiy, bowew, might settle this matter. The poisons concerned 
ate agsin reminded of the good beigain of two gfraeeB for one 
la#| and 0mi a aisdlsrols one: ( modica taxo-^um kum Hi or- 
dlniaiapfodtuiimffnUiMi.J Sereral other curious particulars 
ooenr^ and towards the end makes its appeaiance the cofno, or 
eifflo, or eft^sl, finr the reception of the iajge$ and alms. Hiese 
ia6t may be sent, to be faithfully deposited in the chest, without 
which, or visiting the cathedral, [not empty handed] the indul- 
gences tot// not be obtained: ( wdidgentia hujuemodi eis sitmnis 
•H^Vs^snliir.^ 
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dMO IliNVthy of aoUe^ : 

Sequitur clausula. 
Item eoneedimns fptod si vere confessus in via moriaJur quod 
ah omnihus peccatia suis sit pcmtus abmlutus» Ei mhilominus 
mandamus angelis p<iradvsi guatenus animam illius a purgth 
tOTxo prorttu ahsahiiaM m paradkiffhnam kUroducant, 

Thii paiticular spedmen of j^idbne anogiuiee» this order to 
theaagelBto admit the bohIs of abaoWed papiato to panuUM, ia 
ganmllj and «xdiiDTalj appropriated to a predeoeaKov demons 
TI. ; wlio^ In a bull aanounefaig hia own appointed Jnliilee, in 
1350, haaused that identical sentence, and others of about equal 
impiet/. TheBull is recited in the life of the latter pontiff' ^r>yPeL 
de Hereniah>, a prior,* in the collection of Baluzc^ Vitts Pap. 
Aven. i., 310, &c The Editor, feeling for the honour of hia 
church, and willing to uphold it by any means, has endeavoured 
in bia Notea, colL 916^ &e. to Uaat the credit of thia teatimoiijr. 
Itea^ it waa found in hia oi^nal, in the INctionaiy of Albericna 
a BoaaftOy in John Weaael of Groningent and Com, Agrippa, 
both of whom atteat ita preaent existence in diffinrent placea with 
the leaden seal, and in a MS. of the Colbert Library. But Albe- 
rieus, a cotemporary, did not see it in Rome — just as if popes 
did nothing which they were ashamed publicly to recognize. 
Weasel and Agrippa, who are €usumed to be one testimony, tes- 
tified <tf a fact long anterior to their timoBi and in diataat places 
^ «-*4)ie7 both ^eak of the pmeni exiatenoe of the docnmenti 
(h0^J and if tb«gr did nol fiait the plaoea, they aivAl obtaiH 
iaibnnalion fnm xeeidents. Antoninus Bp. of Flomoe^ thinks 
the bull unlikely to be genuine, ( non vidHur^ Ac)— This re- 
quires no answer. The pope had made another more decorous 
declaration of the jubilee, as exUmt in the Extrav. Comm., and 
of which the reader may find an extract in this work, pp. 7~9.^ 
Jnataaif two difiSnent means in two di£EiBNiitwajBnii(^ bo 

• Floref&casis. Sec Oudin. de ScriptL £cc Autt. iii. 1218, The 
plaoeliFlonab* intheooaBtgr»a]idMertbeeilj* of NwBiir. Isuapaot 
that in C^aoehard'a Geog. Qaaetteer it ia fntaadad under the false aaiiie 

ef Florcfse— tho f being mlgtaken for the lonp s. It is right in the mnp, 
i See Wolfii Lect. Mem. i., 714- Wesscl was a very learned man, 
had trayelled, aod was tried by the Inqoisitors. 
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employed for the mmt object. The ttujMty of a papid pxoduo- 
tion wu never esteemed a valid aigument agvi&st He g^uine- 
•nemi And againet all thii l^ypotheiw we haye buide$ Baluie^ 
enm M8&» Alborietiay Wemel, aad Agrippo» the authoiriiif of 
Iftimtori, Rer. ItaL Script iii., part ii., p. 585, ecL Milan, 1734^* 
and that of the bull of Sixtua, of which I have just given an 
Rccoirnt. ThiR, I think, is satisfactory, though I couUl have 
dwelt ivith advantage upon the testimonj of the eccentric, but 
eminently learned, Agrippa. See de Van. Sclent, ch. de Jure 
Ganeiuco» where he aays» of the meet prominent of papal pei^ 
tinnaneei^ in htferarum pcmU IftOMlam nt /uonim^i* Bower, 
ill hieluMfy waj^I impute nothing wone— has done no more 
then repeat the objeetioDs of Beluae. But as the sentence used 
by Sixtus corroborates that of Clement, so docs tlic hitter the 
former. Still, the chief point which attracted my attention was, 
the peeimiary character of the spiritual transaction — the SPIIU- 
TUAL TAXss — thc Specimen attbrded of the close, the insepar- 
able, the unremitted connejnm, in the Italian church, between 
m FArm and thb Tuasubt* 

* I owe this infonnatloa to Three Capital Qffencet oj Rome, by Hue- 
ticus, p. 26. Muratori transcribes the hull. 

t A^rippa was a sotind son of the church, if adoration of thc corpo- 
«J pw s c p oo Inthe Buofa«rist> aadthedeslgnaticiiof Lntherasabcfletle 
will make odc. See the chapters. De Imaginlhm, and De Arte Leiwtkh 
The first edition has no nombtin» either for foli* or oh^teia. 



moMAM xMOTT, rmiMTtt, aiftaiimiAM. 

• 
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